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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” Code—5th 
Edition A.B.C., telephone number 12807 Central.' A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 431. 

The attention of British -traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 





Samples. 





Date. Page. 


- 


Coffee Produced in Angola ... eo nea .. | 2ist May, 1908 
Artificial Silk manufactured at Padua ba oon ... | 16th April, _ ,, 
Raw Cotton from the Jordan Valley one iv coo | Oth of ‘a 
Black sand from the United States... =i] meee i 
Tannin Extract from Natal-grown Wattle Bark .. e - 
Miner’s Lamp of German make, used in Brazil ... 26th Mar., ,, 
Cotton Goods of German and Italian Manufacture sold in 
Palestine... “ ose aes oes ece | 19th 
Raw Silk from Buenos “Aires. enn eee ove ose . 
Petroleum from Commodoro Rivadavia ... ree , ‘~ 
Ramie (various) mee Sie ve ei jd “ es 
Rubber from Bogota .. cee “a ove one eoe | 12th 
Silk Production at Hochou ... oon ose owe oe | Sth 
Kapok from Loanda ... eee eee - one | 20th Feb., 
Cotton from Tunis... ~ oes et aes .-. | 6th 
Rubber Seeds from Angola ... -- | 30th Jan. ™ 
Native-made Hat, Shawl and Belt from Erzeroum. abe thle os 
Human Hair from Japan .. - ove ose ove ” 
Vegetable Marrow from Chungking 23rd 
Tobacco, Cigars, Cigarettes and Snuff from the Transvaal | 26th Dec., 1907 
Haricot Beans from Russia ... aan one SS oe 
Wood paving block from Argentina ee coo | *” 
Cotton from Argentina nee - eee eee -. | 28th Nov., 
Japanese frog skins .. - - ‘ 426 
Angola Root and other Rubber, 8 St. Thomé Cocoa and 
Almadeina Gum .. eas 2ist ,, 378 
Copper ore from Rhodesia... 7th 274 


The following Special Trade — "Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River Colony. Statements 
of the objects and work of these Enquiry Offices will be found 
on pp. 431-2. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 
Sealed tenders for the supply of milk, eggs, butter, fowls, vege- 
tables, fish, liquors and groceries, for military 
Provisions, &c. hospitals and detention barracks at stations not 
otherwise provided for, during one year from 
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Ist July, 1908, will be received up to noon on the 27th May by the 
General Officers Commanding the undermentioned districts :— 


Aldershot Command ... hes ... Aldershot. 
Southern Command, Salisbury Plain 

District .... Tidworth House, Andover. 
Portsmouth Coast 

Defences... Portsmouth. 
Plymouth Coast 

Defences ... Devonport. 
Eastern Command, Dover District ... Dover. 
Colchester District Colchester. 
Thames & Medway 

Coast Defences Chatham. 
Woolwich District Woolwich. 


99 93 


bP] 33 


Irish Command, th Division  ... Curragh. 

a a Dublin District ... Dublin. 

* oa 6th Division we. Cork. 

fs . Belfast District ... Belfast. 
Scottish Command ... te ... Edinburgh. 
Northern Command ... bint <3) es | 
Western Command ... ses ... Chester. 
London District ies ne ik ... Horse Guards, Whitehall, 

S.W 

Guernsey and Alderney District. ... Guernsey. 
Jersey District ae sa ... Jersey. 


Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application at the above-named Head-Quarter Offices, by letter 
addressed to the Officer Commanding, Army Service Corps, or 
in person between the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock. The tenders 
must be properly filled up, signed and dated, and no tender will 
be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, in time, at the 
above-named Head-Quarter Offices, under sealed envelope, marked 
“Tender” on the outside. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
Rails and tenders for the supply of rails and fishplates. 
Fishplat The conditions of contract may be obtained on 

—e application to the Director General of Stores, 

India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at 

that office by 2 p.m. on the 26th May. A copy of the conditions 

may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 




















May 21, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 379 





Openings for British Trade. 





BRITISH INDI]A—continued. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of (1) copper plates, 
Sonee Siilten (2) brass boiler tubes, in accordance with speci- 
Tubes fications that may be seen at the Company’s 
Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. Tenders 
are to be sent to the Secretary, marked “Tender for Copper 
Plates,” or as the case may be, not later than noon on the 27th 
May. ‘The Company reserve the right to divide the order, and to 
decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. For each specifi- 
cation a fee of 21s. will be charged, which will not in any circum- 
stances be returned. 


Copper Plates ; 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of (1) general 
Railway eg stores, comprising heideaies: toten toed Caotaie 
nee Stock, leather, brushes, paints, indiarubber, &c.; (2) 
- stationery, comprising paper, envelopes, &c. ; 
(3) rolling-stock, comprising 16 carriage underframes, with bogies, 
and 50 bogies for carriages; (4) 64 pairs of disc wheels, with 
axles ; (5) 1,304 laminated, elliptical and helical springs. Speci- 
fications and forms of tender may be obtained at the Company’s 
Offices, 91, York Street, Westminster, S.W., at the following 
charges (which will not be returned), viz. :—20s. for each copy of 
specifications Nos. 1 and 3, and 10s. for each copy of Nos. 2, 4, 
and 5. Copies of the drawings may be obtained at the office of 
Sir George B. Bruce & White, 3, Victoria Street, London, S.W., 
on payment of 5s. per sheet. Tenders must be addressed to the 
Chairman and Directors of tae South Indian Railway Company, 
Limited, and marked “Tender for General Stores,” or as the case 
may be, and must reach the Managing Director not later than 
noon on the 26th May. The Company are not bound to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
London, §.W., whence further information 
regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A Lancashire firm manufacturing ventilators and ventilating 

appliances desire to be placed in correspondence with Canadian 
buyers of such goods. 

The manufacturers of a fireproof building material for use either 

externally or internally, easily handled, and manufactured in sheets, 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 


6 ft. by 3 ft., are desirous of hearing from builders’ merchants or 
others in Canada who could be appointed as agents for the sale of 
their goods. 

A London firm wish to secure agencies for Canadian exporters of 
most of the ores of the common metals, as well as such rarer 
minerals as wolframite, scheelite, molybdenite, tantalite, vanadite, &c. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Montreal firm of wholesale distributors desire to secure the 
agency of United Kingdom dry goods houses. 

An Ontario canning and preserving company wish to open up an 
export trade with the United Kingdom. 

A Toronto correspondent is desirous of securing agencies for the 
sale of crude rubber, rubber substitute, and cotton ducks from 
74 oz. to 32 oz. as used by rubber manufacturers. 

A Winnipeg commission agent, claiming to have connections all 
over the Dominion, desires to obtain the representation of United 
Kingdom dry goods houses, and also of exporters of hardware, &c. 

A Canadian commission agent, at present in England, and shortly 
returning to Montreal, would like to hear from United Kingdom 
firms who may be desirous of being represented in Canada. 

A Montreal correspondent desires to be placed in communica- 
tion with United Kingdom exporters of woollens and tailors’ 
trimmings. 

Enquiry has been received from a Toronto correspondent for the 
names of some good United Kingdom manufacturers of worsted 
suitings and trouserings, meltons and beaver cloths, and also the 
name of a Yorkshire firm manufacturing the cheapest grade of 
tweeds, who may wish to appoint a selling agent in Canada. 

A Toronto firm of grocery brokers and import agents desire to 
get into communication with United Kingdom exporters of tartaric 
acid crystals, citric acid crystals, Rochelle salts, glucose, &c., who 
may wish to do business in Canada. 

Enquiry has been made by a Toronto manufacturers’ agent for 
the names of United Kingdom exporters of bar and sheet metals, 
railway supplies, heavy hardware, builders’ hardware, machinery, «Xc., 
who may wish to be represented in Canada. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


* * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A company manufacturing decorated tin boxes of all kinds seek 
the services of some suitable resident agent in Montreal or other 
large city, to introduce their goods. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A company manufacturing vermin proof felts and woven rattan 
would be pleased to appoint a Canadian resident agent possessing 
a connection with railways, tramways and similar enterprises. 

A firm in Birmingham possessing a connection among buyers of 
woodpulp— moist and dry, mechanical and chemical—and straw- 
board would like to represent some Canadian manufacturer of these 
goods for the United Kingdom. : 

A Manchester firm desire the addresses of possible agents for the 
sale of finished umbrella sticks in Canada. 

A Scotch firm manufacturing dry colours and paints and 
lubricating oils would like to obtain a share of Canadian trade. 

A firm of exporters, having offices both in London and Glasgow, 
wish to communicate with Canadian importers of British goods, 
for the purpose of arranging buying agencies. 

A Sheffield manufacturer of electro plate and cutlery is prepared 
to appoint a Canadian resident agent for the sale of his goods upon 
a commission basis. 

A Midlands firm manufacturing leather, hair, cotton, and rubber 
belting ; also saddlery, harness, and military accoutrements are pre- 
pared to appoint a Canadian resident agent. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 


A firm of importers and manufacturers’ agents in Toronto, 
a partner in which will be in London about the middle of June, 
wish to get into touch with firms who can supply woollens in cut 
lengths to the jobbing trade in Canada. 

A firm of soap manufacturers in Western Canada seek supplies 
of carton boards, and invite samples and quotations from United 
Kingdom manufacturers. They would buy in 10-ton lots. 

A grocery broker and manufacturers’ agent in Toronto is pre- 
pared to undertake additional agencies in grocers’ sundries, 
Mediterranean goods, Xc. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The London Representative of the Australian Commonwealth 
(Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) notifies 

Clothing. that he has received tender forms, specification, 
&c., in connection with a cali for tenders for the 

supply of clothing for sorters, letter carriers, mail boys, telegraph 
messengers, &c., required by the Deputy Postmaster-General at 
Sydney, at whose office tenders will be received until 2.30 p.m. on 
the 24th June. 
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The specification, conditions, and form of tender may be obtained 
at the Commonwealth Offices in London, 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 
(where also preliminary deposits on tenders may be paid). Copies 
may be inspected by British firms on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. It should be noted, however, that the time allotted does not 
permit of tenders being submitted now by firms in this country, 
unless they have arrangements with their agents in the Common: 
wealth that can be availed of by cable. : 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


‘‘ Australasian Hardware and Machinery ” of 1st April notified that 
tenders were shortly to be invited for the 
Abattoir Plant. construction of new abattoirs at Homebush 
(Sydney) of such capacity as to permit of 
11,270 sheep, 504 bullocks, 480 calves and 1,250 pigs being 
slaughtered daily. : 





VICTORIA. 


The Agent-General for Victoria has been notified by a merchant of 
till that State of his desire to secure agencies in 
<i gual Australia for British firms. For further 

British Firms. i formation application should be made to the 

Agent-General, at 142, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 





EGYPT. 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded a copy of 

the conditions of tender, with specification and 
Mooring Chains. drawing, relating to the contract for the supply 

of mooring chains for which tenders are invited 
by the Egyptian Ports and Lighthouses Administration up to noon 
on the 30th June (see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th May, 
p. 325). These documents may be consulted by British manufac- 
turers interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, R.E., C.M.G.) notifies that the 

Canvas Dowlas. Department are calling for tenders for the 
supply of canvas dowlas. Particulars are 

obtainable at Lieut.-Col. Western’s office, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Broadway, Westminster, London, 8.W., where tenders are to be 
sent by the 30th June. 




















May 21, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 383 








Openings for British Trade. 





NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that the 
Director of Naval Establishments at Hellevoet- 
Coal. sluis invites tenders up to the 26th May for 
the supply of 1,000 tons of Welsh coal, to be 
delivered in the beginning of June. The coal must not contain 
more than 25 per cent. of small coal and must be from one of the 
following mines:—Nixon’s Navigation Company, Limited, Pen- 
hrwkyber (Penrikyber) Navigation %, - coals, Harris Deep 
Navigation, Ocean Merthyr steamcoals, Hood’s Merthyr steam- 
coals, Oriental Merthyr steamcoals, Insole’s Merthyr steamcoals, 
Great Western (Navigation) smokeless steamcoals, Albion Merthyr, 
Cory’s Merthyr, Cyfarthfa, Dowlais Merthyr, Fern Dale, Hill’s 
Plymouth Merthyr, Lewis Merthyr, Locket’s Merthyr, Naval 
Merthyr, Powell Duffrey, Dowlais Cardiff, Rhymney Merthyr, 
or MacLaren Merthyr. 
The successful tenderer will be required to produce a certificate 
of origin, viséd by the Netherlands Consul at the port of shipment. 





BELGIUM. 
H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 

Steel Rails - copies of specifications issued by the Municipal 

Heating Authorities of that city calling for tenders for 

A ann 3 (1) the supply of 1,000 metres of steel rails for 

PP cranes to be placed on quays Nos. 29, 30 and 
31 in the Asia Dock at Antwerp: a deposit of 500 francs (about 
201.) will be required to qualify any tender; (2) the supply and 
installation of a heating apparatus (low pressure steam) in a 
workmen’s shelter at Donkeren Hoek: a deposit of 400 francs 
(about 16/.) will be required to qualify any tender. 

Tenders in sealed registered envelopes should reach M. le 
Bourgmestre de la Ville at the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp, not later 
than the 26th May in the case of (1), and the 5th June in the 
case of (2). 

Specifications may be obtained from the Hotel de Ville, 
Antwerp. Copies may be inspected by British makers at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


SPAIN. 
The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th May contains a copy of a decree 
iin appointing a commission to acquire material 
“ie ana necessary for 30 agricultural laboratories at a 
aan” total cost of 120,000 pesetas (about 4,285/.) on 
; behalf of the Director-General of Agriculture, 





Industry and Commerce. 





— 
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ITALY: 


The “ Bollettino delle Finanze” of the 7th and 10th May notifies 
that the Prefecture of Novara have received an 
application from Sigg. Lavatelli e C. for a 
concession for an appropriation of water-power 
for industrial purposes from the Bettola, and that the same 
Prefecture have granted concessions to Sigg. Tadini Tommaso 
and Nicolini Giacomo for an appropriation from the Rodolo, 
and to the Societa per le forze motrici dell’ Anza for an increased 
appropriation from the Anza. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 

The “ Nachrichten fiir Handel” (Berlin) of 12th May contains a 
sir aliiaiaiin notice to the effect that the municipality of Orsova 
e ree egg (Hungary) invite tenders for the installation 

pene and working of electric lighting works in the 
town. The concession is to cover a period of 50 years. About 
1,600 incandescent lamps of varying sizes will be required for 
private lighting, and, in additicn to these, 26 incandescent lights 
for the station, and 10 arc lamps and 3050 incandescent 
lamps for street lighting. The contractor must undertake the 
work of installing. the whole plant, and must set it in working 
order at his own cost. Tenders must be sent in by lst June to 
the Gemeindevorstand of Orsova, where full information as to the 
conditions under which the concession will be granted may be 
obtained. 


Hydraulic 
Power Plant. 








SERVIA.: 
The British Vice-Consul at Belgrade (Mr. C. L. Blakeney) has 
, forwarded a copy of the conditions and specifica- 
Railway tion in connection with a call for tenders by the 

Construction. = Tirectorate of Servian State Railways for the 
construction of the second section of the Paratchine-Zaitchare 
railway, a distance of 23°660 kilometres. Tenders must be 
presented at the State Railway Directorate at Belgrade by the 10th 
June next, and must be guaranteed by a deposit of 380,000 francs 
(about 15,200/.). 

The conditions and specification (which are in French) may be 
consulted by British contractors on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





EXHIBITIONS. 
ALGERIA. 
H.M. Consul-General at Algiers notifies that a British merchant at 
Bona has expressed his willingness to 
Proposed Bample-room at open a sample-room for the exhibition of 
Bons for Exhibition-cf samples of British goods. Applications 
Samples of British Goods... further particulars should be addressed 


to H.M. Consul-General at Algiers. 























cr 
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RUSSIA. 


Referring to the announcement in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of the 30th April, p. 226, respecting an inter- 
Maritime national maritime exhibition to be held at 
Exhibition at Moscow from June to September of this year, 
ail in which it was stated that exhibits would be 
received up to the 28th June, H.M. Consul at 
Moscow (Mr. H. M. Grove) now reports that he has been informed 
by the Exhibition Committee that room will be reserved for exhibits 
arriving later than the above-mentioned date if, in accordance with 
clause 15 of the regulations, half the fee for exhibiting is paid in 
advance. At the Consul’s request the term for sending in applica- 
tions for space has also been extended. 

The Committee state that the exhibition will be at its best in 
September, and that exhibitors therefore will not lose by their 
exhibits arriving later than the 28th June. The setting-up of 
exhibits, the site being uncovered and well guarded, will not 
necessitate much labour or expense. 


International 





DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON TRADE RECORDS. 


The second meeting of this Committee was held at 8, Richmond 
Terrace, S.W., on 15th May, Sir Robert Giffen, K.C.B., F.R.S., 
being in the chair. The other members of the Committee present 
were Mr. H. Birchenough, C.M.G., Mr. R. F. Crawford, Mr. 
Wynnard Hooper, and Mr. G. J. Stanley, C.M.G.; with Mr. F. W. 
Perrett (Secretary). 

Evidence was given by Mr. H. Fountain, Principal of the Com- 
mercial Department of the Board of Trade. 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE BOARD OF TRADE 
ON COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


A meeting of the Sub-Committee on Commercial Information 
was held on the 20th May at the offices of the Board of Trade in 
Whitehall Gardens, at 3 p.m., Mr. A. Wilson Fox, C.B., being in 
the chair. There were also present :—Sir F. Forbes Adam, C.I.E. ; 
Sir Alfred Bateman, K.C.M.G.; Sir Hugh Bell, Bart.; Mr. C. A. 
Harris, C.B., C.M.G.; Sir T. W. Holderness, K.C.8.I.; Mr. H. W. 
Just, C.B., C.M.G.; Mr. A. Law; Sir Albert Spicer, Bart., M.P. ; 
and Mr. U. F. Wintour, Secretary. Mr. 'T. Worthington, Principal 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, also 
attended the meeting. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Brazil—H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. A. 
Chapman) makes the following suggestions in connection with the 
question of British trade with Brazil :— 

“There is no doubt that the most effective way for merchants 
and manufacturers to extend their business in Brazil is through 
the employment of efficient travellers. The selection of travellers 
is, however, often very unfortunate. [Efficiency in this line 
depends mainly on a thorough and practical knowledge of 
the goods dealt in—a knowledge that is only acquired by years 
of service and study in business. It is seldom, however, that men 
who are high up in the business are selected for the work. More 
often than not a young connection of the firm, about to acquire a 
knowledge of the world through travel, is given the business as a 
secondary object, or a man is selected for his knowledge of 
languages, sociability or good address. Such advantages are in 
no way to be despised, but are entirely subordinate to a thorough 
knowledge of the goods handled. It should be more generally 
realised that, to obtain good orders, travellers must come in contact 
with native business men, who are just as keen and as well 
acquainted with trade as anyone in the United Kingdom, and who 
will not listen to a traveller who, they can immediately detect, 
knows little or nothing of the goods he deals in. 

‘*The demand for goods depends on their suitability, quality and 
price, and exporters should pay more attention to these points as 
regards the Brazilian market. Unless it is worth while to establish 
a local agency, it is advisable to do business through a commission 
firm, for under the prevailing conditions of the market and local 
business methods and customs, direct trade cannot be recom- 
mended. 

“With a view to direct trade, merchants frequently apply to 
Consuls for the names of importers, but it should be understood 
that, in replying to such requests, the Consul does not necessarily 
recommend business with the firms named, and that he is in no way’ 
responsible for their financial standing. If it is desired to establish 
a direct trade, merchants should visit the country, study the 
market, and select their own customers. 

‘‘ Brazilian customers have good cause of complaint against many 
shippers, on account of their negligence in carrying out instruc- 
tions, their inattention to the Brazilian Customs regulations, and 
the carelessness with which Consular invoices are made out. All 
errors in these invoices, even of a trivial nature or simple clerical 
errors, are liable to result in fines, from which the Customs 
employés themselves profit, and the consignee has on occasion to 
pay or advance double duties and fines and to suffer the consequent 
loss of time and extra work such errors entail. Inattention to these 
details is also a cause of loss of business, for customers refuse 
to repeat orders with firms through whose carelessness they 
have suffered. 

“‘ Customs dues are principally levied by weight, which includes 
not only the contents of the packages but also the cases and pack- 
ing. British packing is especially open to reform in the reduction 
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of the weight of the packages and the packing, and in the more 
careful declaration of the same in the Consular invoices... . 
Considering the high tariff, and the fact that duties are 
charged per kilo., manufacturers, packers and shippers should, 
as much as possible, reduce the weight of goods and the material 
used in packing, so far as is consistent with the quality of the 
goods and safety in carriage.” 


Bolivia.—In forwarding an extract from ‘“ El Diario” of the 24th 
March containing the revised text of a contract between the Peruvian 
Government and the Peruvian Corporation for the completion of the 
improvements of the port of Mollendo, together with an extract 
from ‘‘ El Comercio” of the 21st March, containing particulars of 
the increase in the transit trade through the same port, which in 
1907 was three times greater than in 1906, the Acting British 
Chargé d’Affaires at Lima (Mr. L. J. Jerome) draws the attention 
of exporters to Bolivia to the importance of marking their packages 
clearly with the words “ Transito para Bolivia;” he suggests also 
the advisability of marking the packages with yellow, red and 
green stripes (the Bolivian colours), so as to facilitate their 
dispatch at Mollendo. [See also p. 412 respecting regulations 
relative to the transit through Peruvian Territory of goods destined 
for Bolivia. } 


Mozambique—H.M. Consul at Lourengo Marques (Mr. R. C. F. 
Maugham) states that the visits of commercial travellers to that 
port are not frequent, and will probably become less so in the 
future by reason of the imposition of a tax of 180,000 reis (about 
361.) which has recently been applied to them. The amount 
mentioned is the cost of a year’s licence, but application may be 
made for half-yearly or quarterly licences. It is stated that this 
imposition was introduced on the petition of the local Chamber of 
Commerce to check the sale of goods and execution of orders by 
travellers on a retail basis. This licence, in common with all 
others enforced in the district, is under revision. 

Many complaints, says H.M. Consul, are constantly made by 
business men regarding the difficulty, almost amounting to 
impossibility, of judicially enforcing the payment of small debts. 
Legal machinery in Mozambique is so amazingly complex, and 
its processes so slow, that debtors often take advantage of 
these facts to evade payment altogether, secure in the certainty 
that their creditors will seldom resort to so costly and vexatious a 
process as recourse to the local courts. The greatest dangers to 
the defrauded creditor are the extraordinary abuses to which the 
right of appeal lends itself; this may be so exercised as to defer 
final judgments for several years. From this cause many un- 
fortunate tradesmen have been ruined, as they have preferred to 
write off debts easily recoverable in other countries, knowing fall 
well the expense and delay to which legal action would inevitably 
expose them. Criminal law is, moreover, associated with many 
singular incongruities. 
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BRITISH TRADE WITH EGYPT IN 1907. 


The reports by H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo on the 
Finances, Administration and Condition of Egypt and the Soudan 
in 1907 include a memorandum on British trade with Egypt 
during that year, from which the following particulars are taken :— 

Imports.—The imports of merchandise from all countries 
amounted to £E 26,120,777, as compared with £E 24,010,795 
in 1906 and £E 21,564,076 in 1905. The figures for the countries 
from which goods were sent to a value of more than £E 1,000,000 
are as follows :— 











Proportion Proportion 

—- 1906. of tutal 1907. of total 

Imports. Imports. 

£E. Per cent. £E. Per cent. 
United Kingdom __.. .| 7,856,655 32°7 8,492,847 32°5 
British putea in the Far East... 970,648 4°] 1,086,818 4°2 
France.. oe ove ove ...| 2,742,559 11°4 3,166,890 1271 
Turkey... wi oe -».| 3,041,237 12:7 2,973,108 11°4 
Austria- Hungary ove eee | 1,718,813 72 2,059,423 79 
Germany pos - ote .-.| 1,807,675 5°5 1,392,381 5:3 
ote oun “ie eee| 1,210,221 51 1,361,457 5°2 
Belgium ‘ihe ies ond ...| 1,229,698 5'1 1,027,590 39 




















It will be seen that the volume of British trade bears almost 
exactly the same proportion to the whole in 1907 asin 1906. The 
total amount of imports may seem high, in view of the fact that 
there was a financial crisis in Egypt during the greater part of 
the year, but it is accounted for by the high prices which obtained, 
and also by the advance during the first six months of the year, 
which the falling-off in the latter half did not equal. 

The United Kingdom maintains her share in the increase 
in the imports of hides and manufactured leather. British boots, 
which are of superior quality, rose fom £E 32,879 to £E 49,580, 
and this trade will probably continue to increase. ‘T'he major 
portion of the saddlery imported came from the United Kingdom. 

Egypt imports more books from the United Kingdom than 
from any other country, but British trade is hampered by the 
absence of a “cash on delivery” system. In printing and writing 
paper the United Kingdom again comes second to Austria- 
Hungary, with £E 26,000, a slight increase on the previous year. 

British cement shows a considerable increase (£E 30,000 in 
1906 and £E 53,000 in 1907), and is second to Belgian, which was 
about ££ 60,000 in both years. It may be noted that British 
cement is all artificial, while Belgian is both artificial and natural. 
The former is considered preferable. 

Chemical manures rose from £E 122,000 in 1906 to £E 245,000 
in 1907. This is a comparatively new import, which is certain to 
increase as methods of agriculture improve in Egypt. Imports 
from the United Kingdom, however, consisting of sulphate of 
ammonia and superphosphates, fell from £E 17,000 to £E 15,000, 
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and Germany has entered the field as a dangerous rival, sending 

£E 31,000 in 1907, this being the first year that she has taken 

part in this trade. The bulk of the nitrates comes from Chile. 
Textiles form by far the most important category for British 


trade, and the following are the figures of the principal items :-— 



































| Total. | United Kingdom. 
Year. | 7 wa 
Amount. | Value. | Amount. Value. 
| Kilog. £ E. Kilog. & E. 
1906 2,506,199 198,106 | 1,559,400 124,503 
Cotton yarns “4 1907 | 2.912.474 | 220,719 | 1,121,082 | 92,203 
| - Metres. Metres. 
(| 1906 | 28,686,381 443,271 {19,129,248 308,304 
1907 | 33,102,394 631,400 |26,959,846 453,507 
Cotton fabrics ie |  Kilog. Kilog. 
1906 , 23,303,188 | 2,666,444 |21,948,765 | 2,490,677 
1907 | 20,785,011 | 2,536,688 |19,101,180 | 2,306,861 
| Metres. Metres. 
P 1 fabri 1906 | 2,806,823 365,398 | 1,241,714 188,913 
ea **?/ 1907 | 3,963,046 | 546,380 | 1,737,097 | 285,019 
Superior linen or hemp 1906 | 3,718,952 108,878 | 2,218,925 60,258 
fabrics ... he .» }| 1907 | 3,946,720 | 120,955 | 2,122,865 59,742 
Mixed fabrics of jute, {| 1906 — 236,788 -—— 26,146 
cotton, wool, linen, &c. 1907 ae $19,212 -- 42,420 
1906 _ 29,474 — 23,259 
Oilcloth ... eee eee 1907 “7 44,728 aed 33,951 
oe )| 1906 | a 134,876 — 51,829 
Woollen carpets ... +1 1907 | zee 136,732 hte. 66,019 
Cotton lace and embroid- j} 1906 | —- | 52,774 — 24,172 
ery ese 1 | 1907 | os 82,164 — 29,690 
1906 | oo 331,743 — 107,865 
Made-up linen eee eee 1907 | he | 430,078 a 136,101 
Clothing 1906 | — | 853,397 a 39,588 
™ *e fm 1907 | — | 423,650 — 39,816 














Though cotton yarns from the United Kingdom fell, cheap 
cotton yarns from India rose from £E 22,000 to £E 77,000, and 
will probably continue to increase to the detriment of the superior 
article from the United Kingdom. 

The best quality of velvet comes from France, most of the rest 
from the United. Kingdom; plushes come from Germany and 
Austria-Hungary. 

British wrought iron and steel has maintained its place, and is 
of good quality, but iron instruments, while showing an increase, 
have to fear competition from Germany. The number of agricul- 
tural and electrical machines has increased, but there is a consider- 
able falling-off in locomotives, owing to fewer orders from the 
Railway Department. 

Exports.—The value of the merchandise exported amounted to 
LE 23,013,185, as against £E 24,877,280 inthe previous year. Of 
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these amounts the United Kingdom took 54°3 per cent. in 1907 
and 53°9 per cent. in 1906. Cotton and cotton seed account for 
93 per cent. of the total for 1907, the figures as regards British 
trade being :— 











— | Year. | Total. oe 
| | ingdom. 
| 
| £E. £E. 
Cott S| 1906 | 20,528,002 | 10,702,515 
SURES ‘ove }| 1907 | 23,697,844 | 12,271,784 
1906 2,180,632 1,885,217 
Cotton seed eee eee eee eee eee ' 1907 2,555,067 2,226,793 











The exports to Germany, United States of America, Austria- 
Hungary, France, and Russia averaged in value from £EK 1,000,000 
to £E 2,000,000 each, and have all shown an increase over 1906 
except France, where there is a slight falling-off. 

The only other exports of any importance are eggs, oilcake, and 
onions. 





ITALIAN STATE RAILWAYS. — 


With reference to the notice on p. 192 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 23rd April relative to a Bill recently presented to 
the Italian Chamber of Deputies by the Minister of Public Works, 
for the authorisation of further expenditure on the Italian State 
Railways, the following memorandum on the subject has been 
received from H.M. Embassy at Rome :— 

The Bill recently laid before Parliament shows that the Italian 
Government-are not relaxing their efforts to cope with the exceed- 
ingly difficult problem of the proper organisation and working of 
the State Railways. This organisation has heretofore been so 
notoriously defective that it will be sufficient here to recall to mind 
the congested state of the port of Genoa (and the consequent loss 
incurred by British shipowners) during the greater part of last 
year, caused by a lack of railway wagons and the deficient organ- 
isation of the lines behind Genoa. Nor is it in goods traffic only 
that necessity for improvement exists: passenger trains, even on 
the main lines, rarely run within the scheduled time; on the 
smaller lines long delays and excessively dirty carriages contribute 
to render travelling a tedious and disagreeable operation. 

By the laws of the 22nd April, 1905, of 19th April, 1906, and of 
23rd December, 1906, about 37,500,000/. was voted for railway 
constraction, purchase of rolling-stock, &c., but of this sum not 
more than half has, so far, been actually spent, and the benefits 
arising therefrom are only gradually making themselves felt. 
Meanwhile, in spite of the large sums already voted, the Govern- 
ment are obliged’ to strain every nerve, and will have to ask for 
more funds in the not very distant future in order to keep pace 
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with the ever-increasing traffic, which, if it continues at the present 
rate, should more than double itself in twelve years. 

The direct lines Genoa—Arquata—Tortona, Florence— Bologna, 
and Rome—Naples, for which funds are provided by the new Bill, 
will be a great improvement and of great advantage to passengers. 
The journey from Rome to Palermo, vid Naples, will only take 12 
hours, the sea part being taken on State turbine steamers at 20 
knots an hour (see the Bill on Maritime Steam Services,* which has 
been passed by the Chamber). Milan will be brought within 14 
hours of Naples, and Turin within 24 hours of Palermo. The 
attainment of these objects and the setting aside of large sums for 
railway construction in the Southern provinces and in Sicily, how- 
ever excellent in themselves, will not satisfy the demands for better 
organisation and connection in other parts of the Kingdom. Signs 
are not wanting to show that the new Bill is by no means likely to 
satisfy these demands. Addresses are constantly being voted by 
local Chambers of Commerce, Communal Councils, and other public 
bodies calling for changes calculated to increase the rapidity and 
efficiency of the train services. During the forthcoming discussion 
of the Bill in the Chamber these claims will doubtless be put for- 
ward by the Deputies interested, and although it is improbable 
that the Government will for the moment consent to any note- 
worthy increase of the proposed expenditure, there can be little 
doubt that they will, at no distant date, be compelled to bring for- 
ward new and more comprehensive measures for meeting the fast- 
growing needs of a heavily increasing traffic. 

It is especially in the North that these needs are making them- 
selves felt, and in particular in the region comprised between the 
quadrilateral, Genoa—Savona —Turin—Milan. That this is the 
case will be clearly seen from the following figures :— 

In 1906-07 the three ‘ compartimenti” of Turin, Genoa and 
Milan had 3,927 kilometres of State lines out of a total of 13,376 
kilometres, whilst on the lines of these “‘ compartimenti ” 14,983,006 
tons were transported, out of a total of 29,751,614 tons transported 
on the entire State Railway system. Thus, whilst the lines of the 
three “‘ compartimenti” measured only about 29 per cent. of the 
total length of lines, their goods traffic amounted to 50 per cent. of 
the total traffic. ‘The average amount of goods carried on the 
State lines throughout the Kingdom is 6:1 tons per kilometre of 
line, for the ‘‘compartimento” of Naples it is 2°3 tons per kilo- 
metre, whilst for the “ compartimento” of Genoa it amounts to 
29°6 tons. 

Even if the congested state of the ports of Genoa and Savona, 
which caused such loss to British shipowners last year, has slightly 
improved during the past few months, it must be borne in mind that 





* Noted in the “ Board of Trade Journal”’ of 19th March last, p. 585. 
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two fortuitous circumstances have contributed to this result, viz., 
the very mild winter and the vast decrease in the quantity of grain 
imported into Italy as compared with the previous year. On these 
circumstances the Railway Administration will not be able in the 
future to depend, although they are using Venice for the importa- 
tion of coal and thus slightly relieving the pressure on Genoa and 
Savona, and it will only be at the cost of strenuous efforts in the 
adequate organisation of the secondary lines behind Genoa and 
Savona, in the supply of a sufficient number of trucks, and in the 
establishment of further and more direct communication between 
Turin and the sea, thata solution of this all-important question can 
be looked for. 





FINANCIAL CONDITION OF PARA. 


The following report, dated 1st February, on the financial 
condition affecting commercial interests in Para, has been received 
from H.M. Consul at Paré (Mr. C. B. Rhind) :— 

“Since my arrival here in September, 1907, reports have been 
constant of the unsatisfactory condition of finances in the 
commercial circles of this market. In proof of this I may cite 
the following facts :— 

“1, Retrenchment on the part of the State and Municipal 
Governments. For example, the salaries of state officials, payable 
on a gold basis, are now to be calculated at the exchange of 133d. 
per milreis, instead of 123d. as formerly. 

‘‘2. The dismissal of various public functionaries in order to 
reduce salaries. 

‘3. Delay on the part of importers in clearing goods from the 
Customs from want of means with which to pay duties. From 
this cause the Custom House is blocked with merchandise and the 
usual course of many commercial transactions impeded. At the 
close of 1907, 107,842 packages of imported merchandise remained 
in the Custom House, while the number at the end of 1906 was 
only 28,862 ; yet the total number of packages imported during 
1907 was less by 112,485 than in 1906, and by 711,109 than in 
1905. In this connection it may be explained that when goods 
remain three months in the Custom House the expenses for 
storage, &c., are so heavy as to equal, and in some cases even to 
exceed, the marketable value of the goods. In consideration of 
this fact, the Minister of Finances has been petitioned to waive the 
additional charges accruing on the termination of the first month’s 
warehousing, but a decision on the subject has not yet been given. 

‘‘ Moreover, numerous failures have lately been announced, and 
many instances have occurred in which commercial houses, even of 
the highest repute, have had recourse to the expedient of obtaining 
extension of time for fulfilling engagements. It is satisfactory, 
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however, to be able to record an improvement in the local applica- 
tion of the bankruptcy laws. When bankruptcies are open the 
law requires that, in the initial proceedings, temporary receivers of 
the estate be appointed, who afterwards are required to make 
delivery of the property to supervisors formally elected by the 
creditors in general. It appears to have been a custom for these 
temporary receivers to usurp possession of the property confided to 


. their temporary charge, without rendering any account of their 


stewardship. Such practice has now been condemned in many 
cases in the Courts, and dispositions taken for the adequate pro- 
tection of the interests of all the creditors concerned. 

“The most prominent cause of this depression in local resources 
is the diminution in value of the staple product of the district 
figuring in international trade—rubber. At 31st December, 1906, 
the prices of rubber per kilo were as follows: fine rubber, 5°650 
milreis, coarse, 3°450 mulreis, Caucho ball, 5°500 milreis; these 
prices had fallen by 3lst December, 1907, to 3°500 milreis, 
2200 milreis and 3400 milreis for the respective qualities. The 
fall in value was thus about 35 per cent. It is true that during 
1907 as much as 37,525 tons were placed on the market, against 
only 34,590 tons during 1906, but the increase in quantity failed 
to compensate the great depreciation in value. ‘This deprecia- 
tion, though continuous, was mainly confined to the last three 
months of the year. The consensus of opinion associates the 
depreciation with the financial crisis in the United States, and 
it is natural that such an influence should withdraw from operation 
much capital which, in normal circumstances, would be available 
for speculation in this and other products of this district. 

“The high rate of taxation to which rubber is subjected must, 
however, be borne in mind in connection with the depreciation in 
the commercial value of this product. I here give a Schedule of 
the duties fixed for export from this State during the week from 
30th December, 1907 to 5th January, 1908, and I should explain 
that in addition to this list there are in all districts of the country 
municipal taxes on productions of all classes :— 


-_——__ 
— — — 





| Value on which Export 





re lutiesarecalculated| Duty. 
Weekly Tariff of Export Duties from Para: _ Milreis per kilo. | Per cent. 
Rubber, fine _ see sad cos] 3°900 22 
Rubber, coarse... Sel jit ihe ve 2°570 22 
Cocoa, good ions oe — vite one 975 6 
Cocoa, inferior ... sed we set one 500 6 
Per hectolitre. 
jrazil Nuts sia jae sila bib aati 22°200 16 
Per kilo. 
Kish Glue, Gurijuba _..... or ~ set 2°250 17 
Fish Glue, of other fish ... sia pin oat 1000 17 
Deer Skins, good... ase “a id Jon 1°800 17 
Deer Skins, inferior so ont aa dai 900 17 
Hides, various qualities ... ~_ ei sn 209 to 600 17 
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**These data show that before rubber can leave this State it has 
to pay tributes amounting to almost a quarter of its value. It will 
be readily understood that if an article is selling at a high price, 
say, at 5°600 milreis a kilo., the producer may see no hardship in 
paying a tax of 25 per cent. of its value, as he would still receive 
4°200 milreis net, yielding a remunerative result ; but, if the selling 
price werereduced to 3°600 milreis a kilo, and the taxation maintained 
at 25 per cent., the netselling price would be reduced to 2°700 milreis, 
which might involve him in absolute loss: this is practically what 
is happening at present with the owners of rubber properties in 
this district. In conjunction with the item of taxation, the heavy 
scale of expenditure incurred for all services connected with the 
industry, such as transport and cost of labour, must also be taken 
into consideration, none of these being reduced in sympathy with 
the fall in the market value of the product. 

‘*T have observed from enquiries addressed to this Consulate a 
great desire on the part of British firms to open up direct trade 
with the people of this town, but taking into consideration all the 
circumstances of the situation, [ am of opinion that it would be 
discreet to abstain from such direct trade for the present, except, 
of course, with adequate guarantees. Credit in general should be 
continuously supervised, and not granted with that facility which 
characterises the action of many traders seeking new fields for 
their enterprise. 

“There has lately been a slight recovery in the value of rubber, 
and it is said that the collection of the article has been satisfac- 
tory. There having been a copious rainfall, I understand that the 
Alto Purus and other affluents of the Amazon are in good condition 
for bringing supplies to market, but it appears that these supplies 
are being retained in the hope of securing higher prices. 

‘Projects are also under consideration for easing the monetary 
situation (as affecting the circumstances of the owners of rubber 
properties) by the opening of a branch of the Bank of Brazil at Paré, 
and for including in its transactions the making of advances on 
rubber in deposit. It is thought, however, that this idea can have 
little success, as advances would probably be limited to 50 per 
cent. of the value, whereas, 1 understand, merchants will advance, 
on produce consigned to them for sale, as much as 70 per cent. of 
the value. It has also to be remembered that the rubber while 
stored would be subjected to warehouse rent and other expenses, 
and also that the article dries in keeping, thereby losing in weight, 
and consequently in value. 

‘“T am told that there is still a great disposition among British 
capitalists to invest in the acquisition of rubber-producing pro- 
perties in Brazil. Investments of this nature have not invariably 
been successful, and, in my opinion, such undertakings should be 
engaged in with the greatest circumspection. I would urge par- 
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ticularly that care be exercised in the supervision of title deeds, so 
that security in the possession of the property may be assured. 
Attention to these matters is especially to be recommended in 
connection with properties in the Acre district, where the change 
of régime, whereby the administration of this territory has. been 
constituted in the Federal Government of Brazil, may engender 
disputes should the ownership of the estates offered for purchase 
not be clearly vested in those representing themselves as pro- 
prietors. One formality, which I understand to be indispensable 
in the process of proving a clear title to the ownership of property, 
is the exhibition of proof that the title deeds have been duly 
registered in the State Department charged with the recording of 
registrations of this nature, which I believe to be subordinate to 
the Department of Public Works, Land and Communications 
(Obras Publicas, Terras e Viagao). 

“ While dealing with this topic I may also refer to the develop- 
ment of rubber cultivation in Ceylon, the Straits Settlements and 
other British Possessions, as well as in Africa, Central America 
and Mexico. Up to this time little importance has been attached 
to possible competition from these sources, but Brazilian economists 
are beginning to view this matter as fraught with more danger to 
the interests of this country than was at first supposed. It has 
even been argued that, in a period of not more than ten years, the 
practical Brazilian monopoly in this production may be at an end. 
Certainly it appears to me that, other conditions being favourable, 
the systematic processes observed in the countries named, together 
with the greater cheapness of labour, transport, and other items 
affecting the industry, will place those cultivators in a vastly 
superior position to those of Brazil, where the expenses in every 
branch of activity connected with the industry are on an extremely 
high scale, and where the process of collection seems, more often 
than not, attended with risk to health, if not of more serious 
consequences. 

“In any case British investors, when considering business of 
this class, should be careful not to be impressed by the simple 
statement of the possible production of an estate, without con- 
sidering the very heavy outlay required for marketing the article. 
Another point is, that, in my opinion, they should not attempt to 
work such properties with British labour, or to place their workers 
under British working overseers; the best labourers for such 
properties are the natives, Portuguese, Spaniards and Italians, and 
such men do not always agree with and work well when held 
strictly to British systems. I need not say that these remarks do 
not apply to members of the superior staff.” 
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IMPORT TRADE OF JAPAN. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché in Japan (Mr. E. F. Crowe) has 
forwarded the following particulars respecting the import trade of 


that country in 1907 :— 


There was an increase in imports last year of 7,725,9971., or 18 
per cent., over 1906, while there was even an advance of 605 ,2861., 
or 1°4 per cent., as compared with 1905, which had up till then 


been the record import year. 
To this result the following items have been the principal con- 














tributors : — 
Articles. | 1906. 1907. Increase. | Perc2ntage. 
| 
£ £ £ 

Raw cotton... 8,438,000 | 11,805,000 | 3,367,000 39 
Iron and steel ... 3,091,200 | 4,384,200 | 1,293,000 41 
Manures... 2,954,400 | 3,966,600 | 1,012,200 34 
Machinery 1,885,800 | 2,827,600 941,800 49 
Raw wool 321,900 994,700 672,800 209 
Rice os 2,671,800 | 3,157,500 485,700 18 
Metal manufactures 948,900 | 1,338,400 389,500 41 
Woollen and worsted yar ns 249,000 515,800 266,800 107 
Wheat oie 140,000 374,600 234,600 167 
Kerosene 1,285,400 | 1,462,300 203,900 16 
Cement ... 1,000 136,500 135,500 
Steam vessels 177,900 308,800 130,900 73 
Indigo, artificial 396,000 523,300 127,300 82 
Printing paper ... 231,900 347,800 115,900 50 
Leather, sole 122,300 223,200 100,900 82 
Timber ... —_ 135,300 235,400 100,100 73 




















ee 


Against this hed list Seve is the following shorter one of the 
items that showed decreases of more than 100,0007. :— 














Articles. | 1906. | 1907. | Decrease. | Percen‘age. 
| £ | £ £ 
Woollen tissues -| 2,159,700 | 1,256,100 903,600 41 
Sugar ..| 2,455,400 | 2,049,500 405 ‘900 | 16 
Cotton yarn es | 475,300 | 206,200 269, 100 | 56 
5. me moe ovis! 836,200 | 634,200 202,000 | 24 
Cotton tissues ... 1,959,1C0 | 1,786,400 | 172,700 | 8 
Wool tops 614,600 | 470,600 144,100 | 23 
Salted salmon ... 193,200 | 55,200 138, 000 | 71 
Leaf tobacco 162,800 | 57,300 105, ,500 | 64 

















Cotton ae ee bis Soni a setiilaiislile shrinkage in the 
value of cotton yarns imported, the amount being 206,200/. as 
against 475,300/.in 1906. ‘The imports in the future will pro- 
bably be confined to the finer counts, though even those the 
Japanese mills can now produce to some extent, but several of the 


big Japanese silk weavers who use cotton yarns prefer British 
spinnings. ‘lhe coarser yarns imported are used chiefly as thread 
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for sewing the Japanese “tabi” (or stocking made of blue or 
white cotton). 


Tin Plates.—Japan appears to have recommenced buying tin 
plates. . During the war immense quantities were imported, with 
the result that the market was over-supplied, but these stocks are 
now exhausted. 


Machinery.—The imports of machinery in 1907 amounted to 
2,827,600/., and thus easily constituted a record, being 941,800/., 
or 49 per cent., more than in 1906, and 1 490, 8001., or 112 per 
cent., in excess of the average for the preceding five years. The 
following statement, showing the imports of machinery in 1907, 
is taken from the Customs returns, and shows the figures for various 

kinds of machines which were not previously classified :— 








£ £ 
Spinning machinery— Printing machinery ... 29,800 
Cotton o* 286,800 | Milling machines 28,500 
Wool ... - eee 5,100 | Hydraulic presses 25,200 
Other... ne one 100,300 | Mining machinery 19,400 
Electric machinery— Screwing machines 19,000 
Dynamos and electric motors 180,900 | Hydraulic motors 18,200 
Allother... oon 78,600 | Slotting machines 14,800 
Steam boilers ... «an ... 149,400 | Distilling machinery ... 10,900 
» engines and par ts -»» 137,800 | Telephones 10,700 
Pumping machines ... 111,000 | Knitting machines 9,900 
Lifting machine; 109,600 | Typewriters 8,200 
Turning lathes.. 103,600 | Steam hammers ie 8,000 
Steam tur bines . 102,600 | Beer-brewing machinery 8,000 
Paper-making m: ichinery 82,600 | Shaping machines 7,500 
Sewing machines 76,700 | Ice-making machinery ‘a 5,900 
Drilling and boring machines 69,500 Cotton-printing machinery ... 4,500 
Gas engines and petroleum Shoe-making machinery 4,500 
engines eee .. 56,100 | Diving apparatus 3,200 
Planing machines 46,900 | All other machinery ... 776,200 
Sawing machines 38,400 
Weaving machinery— Total .. 2,827,600 
Cotton ies ee 935,300 
Wool.. ode ons - 13,000 
Other.. one ° 31, 000 





Of this total the United Kingdom supplied more than 52 per 
cent., which is the same proportion as she sent in 1906. 


Drugs and Chemicals.—The conditions in the drug and chemical 
trade remain the same as previously, that is to say, most of the 
‘heavy ” chemicals come from the United Kingdom, while the 
bulk of the other kinds is of German make. The reason of this is 
that a great many Japanese doctors have received their training 
in Germany, and it is perhaps not surprising that they should 
favour the use of medicines to which they are accustomed, but 
Japanese dealers also complain that the British manufacturers are 
not so assiduous in cultivating that market as their German rivals. 
In November last an English translation of the New Pharma- 
copeeia Japonica was published. All British manufacturing 
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chemists are earnestly recommended by Mr. Crowe to study this, 
if they intend to supply goods to the Japanese market. 
[A copy is kept for reference at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
or can be obtained from Messrs. Kelly and Walsh, 60, Main 
Street, Yokohama, at a cost of 15s.| A case has recently been 
brought to light where a product of a well-known British firm has 
been found not to conform to the Pharmacopceia Japonica I1I., and 
will, therefore, not be able to find a sale in Japan after 31st Decem- 
ber, 1908, unless the necessary steps are taken to bring it up to 
the Japanese requirements. 


Paper.—As in previous years Japan purchased large amounts 
of foreign paper, in spite of the increased production of her own 
paper mills. The principal gains were made by printing and 
packing papers. Germany still heads the list with over 250,000L, 
while Austria-Hungary (136,000/.), the United Kingdom 
(129,000/.) and Belgium (116,000/.) are the other leading sup- 
pliers. 

Sulphate of Ammonia.— Exporters should be careful to see that 
the colour of the article shipped is the same as that of the 
sample on which the order was based. This colour question is of 
great importance, because the Japanese farmers are said to believe 
that if they use a dark fertiliser their grain will also become dark. 
Whether they actually think so or not is uncertain, but the 
argument is always brought up when the fertiliser is rejected on 
the score of colour, even though the percentage of ammonia is 
correct. : 


With regard to the prospects of trade for 1908, Mr. Crowe 
remarks that these are very poor. ‘The native banks are com- 
plaining of the falling-off in current deposits, and are restrict- 
ing business and facilities generally. On the other hand, the 
country appears to have followed the world tendency and to be 
over-trading, and it is difficult to see an outlook for the present 
depression unless the Government comes forward with funds to 
make up for the decrease in loanable capital. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
on Trade Journal ” for 11th July, 1907, respecting 
Decisions: Bricks the duties leviable, under an Appraiser’s 
‘ Bulletin No. 223 of 1907, on bricks imported 
into Canada, the Board of Trade have now received a copy of a 
further Bulletin (No. 266 of 18th April, 1908), cancelling the 
previous Bulletin of 1907, and, at the same time, notifying that 
the rates of duty leviable on fire and building bricks, &c., imported 
into the Dominion will be as follows :— 





Rate of Import Duty. 





Tariff | Under the 


Articles. Item. British in aoe 
Preferential Tariff 
Tariff. — 





Fire brick (9 by 44 by 2} ins.) valued at over 
13 dols. per thousand at place of export ...| 281 Free* Free* 
Fire brick valued at 13 dols. per thousand 
and Jess at place of export ... og | 282 123 %ad | 223 Yad 
val,* val,* 


Locomotive fire brick (arch blocks, fire box 
blocks, boiler tile) and fire-brick stove 


linings... cee coe ven ies Joy sa 123% , | 228% ,, 
Fire-clay gas retorts, hollow shapes and 
hollow blocks, although made of fire clay...| 282 123% 5 | 225% ,, 














* With effect from Ist May, 1908. 


NoTE.—Importations of above described fire brick as rated for duty under item 
282, are subject to special or dumping duty in cases where the true selling price 
(f.0.b. place of shipment) to the purchaser in Canada, is more than 74% lower than 
the value of the same for duty purposes. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received information from the Repre- 
oe sentative of the Commonwealth of. Australia in 
teeashen London to the effect that the Commonwealth 
Miiedindinn for Customs Department has decided to make the 

in Pack; following allowances for errors in packing 
Errorsin Packing. watches on importation into the Australian 


Commonwealth :— 





Wax vestas :-— 
In boxes marked up to 100 ree ... 6 per cent. 
‘ » from 100 to 200... ae § ., 
A * ,, 200 ,, 400... we +§ ‘3 
over 400... wks eer o 


bP] 


All wooden safety matches... eh oats i 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH -—continued. 


The Board of Trade have also received from the same source notifica- 
tion of certain alterations which have been 


Customs 
Amendments. 


items, which now read as stated below :— 


made by the Commonwealth House of Repre- 
sentatives in the undermentioned Customs Tariff 








Present Rates of Import 
Tatas under the— 








Articles. Tariff | Tariff on goods 
Item. Genera] | the produce or 
; jmanufacture of 
Tariff. the United 
Kingdom. 
Tartaric acid, cream of tartar and citric acid | 290 | Free§ Free 
Timber : 
Laths, 2.¢.i. 303 J | 7s. 6d. per | 7s. 6d. per 
[ The italicised letters are new. | ' 1,000 1,000 
Prepared hubs, n.ei.f 303 N | 1s. each. 1s. each. 
{his item previously read “ Prepared 
hubs (not of elm).” | 
Elm hubs, with metal bands. 303 Y Free Free 
[This item previously included “elm 
hubs without metal bands.” | 
Wicker, bamboo and cane, all articles n.e.i., 
made of, whether partly or wholly finished | 304 (35% ad val.|80% ad ral.* 
Wood, all articles made of, n.e.i., whether | (previously 
partly or wholly finished; including | 25 %) 
bellows; sashes and frames; wire-doors ; | 
window screens; walking sticks; hods ; 
mallets; rakes; grain shovels; saw | 
frames; mitre boxes ; wood bungs; wood 
type; wood rules 2.¢.i.* ; washboards ; 
and knifeboards ak aR, oe| 306A 35% ,, 30 % ad val. 
The italicised letters are new. ] | 
Wood rules for school use as a by | 
Departmental by-laws 306 B Free* Free* 
(new sub-, 
item) 
Tool handles, .¢.7.,* unattached 309 20 % ad val.| 15 % ad ral. 
{The italicised letters are new. ] 
Photograph frames and stands for pictures, 
picture frames (on 25 sage or parent acy 
of wood* | 312 135% ,, 35% 4 
{The italicised words are new. } | 
Poles for vehicles, rough* 318 30% ;; 28% 


[This item previously read “ Bent poles, 
rough.” | 











* With effect from 13th May, 1908. 
+ With effect from 14th May, 1908. 
§ Revised amendment. 


The articles specified in this item were incorrectly 


cabled to have been made subject to a duty of 5 % ad valorem under the “ General 
Tariff.” (See “ Board of Trade Journal’’ for 14th May last.) 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 





Articles. 





Tariff 
Item. 





| 


Present Rates of Import 
Bice, under the— 


— -——_— 





Poles for vehicles, dressed* , 

[ Previously read “ Bent poles, dressed.’ ] 

Fancy goods; including card CASES ; snuff 
and match boxes; purses n.e.i.; wallets ; 
thimbles ; serviette rings ; button hooks ; 
shoe-hornsand lifts ; glove stretchers ; toys 
other than dolls, undressed ; ivory and other 
ornamental figures ; feather dusters ; paper 
parasols ; articles used for outdoor and in- 
door games ; fishing appliances, n.e.i. ; and 
articles n.e.i., used for ornamental purposes, 
or partly for use and partly for ornament, 
including fancy, ground and cut glass 
bottles of over 5 drams of fluid capacity, 
containing goods not subject to ad val. 
duty, and stoppers for such bottles 

Jewellery, unfinished, viz.:—Unset bracelets, 
brooches, necklets, rings, and other articles 
prepared for setting or such articles set 
with imitation precious stones* : 

{ This item previously read “ Jewellery, un- 
finished, being settings and mounts for 
bracelets, brooches, necklets and rings, 
unset, or set with imitation stones.” | 

Jewellery, being machine made chain in the 
rough (known as Brunswick pattern fox- 
tail, or lace chain); gallerie ; coronets* ; 
beads ; catches and joints for pins ; clasps, 
n.e.i. ; points and brooch pins 

[ The italicised word is new. ] 

Jewellery, n.e.i., including bolt and split 
rings ; swivels ; ear wires ; bars and stamp- 
ings used in manufacture of jewellery ; 
medals and medallions of gold and silver ; 
buckles, badges, clasps, slides, buttons, and 
other ornaments of gold or silver for attire ; 
combined bracelets and watches; gold or 
silver safety pins ; gold or silver bags and 
purses ; lace, braid, and cord,* and all 
articles n.e.i., partly or ssi made of 
gold or silver ... 


[The italicised words are new. ~ Links | 
and studs of all kinds, alberts of all | 
materials, and plated safety pins have | 


been deleted from this item.* | 
Watches, clocks and chronometers, n.e.i., and 
parts thereof; opera, field and marine 
glasses ; pedometers ; and pocket counters 
and the like 
(“Time registers and detectors” have 
been deleted from this item.* | 














319 


326 


333 


336 


339 





| taxis —- goods 

the produce or 

General manufacture of 
Tariff. the United 

Kingdom. 

30 % ad val, | 25 % ad ral. 

25 % sa 20% , * 

(previously | (previously 
30 %) 25 %) 


40 % ad val, 


200% , 
80% 
30% 4, 





35 % ad ral. 


2596 yy 





* With effect from 13th May, 1908. 


i 
4 
§ 
: 
: 
; 
; 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH —continued. 


| Present Rates of Import 
| Duty under the— 











Articles. —— | Tariff on goods 
em. General the produce i, 
: manufacture o 
Tariff. the United 
Kingdom 








Watch and clock main and hair springs ; 
compasses of all kinds, except for external | 
wear, and except those of gold or silver or | 
mounted in gold or silver; ships’ chrono- 
meters, patent logs and sounding machines ; 
microscopes ; ee and clinical ther- 
mometers - 340 5% ad val, Free 

& Barometers and ‘thermometers, “except | 
advertising” have been deleted from 
this item, and the italicised words sub- 
stituted therefor. *] | 

Kinematographs, bioscopes, kinetoscopes ...| 341A | 35% _,, | 25 % ad cal. 

[The words “including sensitized and | 
exposed films” after bioscopes, and 
the letters “n.e.i.” after kinetoscopes, | 
have been deleted from this item.* ] 

Sensitized and exposed films for kinemato- 


graphs, bioscopes and kinetoscopes ...| 341 B Free* Free* 
(new sub-| (previously | (previously 


item) | 35 9% ad val.)| 25% ad ral.) 
Talking machines, graphophones, grama- 
phones, phonographs (commercial or 
business) including all vaca ar 
horns* .. | 342 Free Free 
[The italicised words are new. +? 
Spectacles, and spectacle frames (not being 
gold) and spectacle glasses and lenses in a 











finished state*... 344 Free* Free 
[ The italicised words are substituted for (previously 
“ glasses for spectacles.” | 10% ad val.) 
Slipper Sie and royal cord in the piece ; 
prunella, lasting and felt stuff for boots, | 
shoes and slippers, wnder spine ntal dy: 
laws* hai 347 Free* | Free* 
{The italicised words are new. J (previously | (previously 
10 % ad val.)| 5 % ad val.) 
Boots, rubber, viz. : 
Gum and wading boots ... ssh | 348 Free* Free 
(previously 
5 % ad val.) 


Rubber manufactures, n.e.i, and articles, 
n.e.i., in which rubber forms a part; 
including bandages, elastic stockings, 
leggings, knee-caps, thigh-pieces and 
wristlets ; hat-makers’ press bags and rings, 
gas bags; soles, pads and heels ; cash mats ; 
rubbered tyre fabric ; tyre rubber; tyres: | 
tubes, valved or unvalved ; rubber east | 





or corks 350 | 25 %ad val. | 

{The words “ not accompanying cycles 

or vehicles ” which appeared after tyres 
have been deleted.* | 


* With effect from 13th May, 1908. 


(20 % ad val, 




















’ 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH — continued. 





Present Rates of Import 
Duty under the— 








Articles. Tariff Tariff on 
Item. General the produce or 
, imanufacture 0 
Tariff. the United 
| Kingdom. 
Leather, viz. :—Calf, n.e.i. . |353 C (i) | 15 % ad val.) 15 % ad val, 


The words “white sheep and white 
lamb” have been deleted from this 
item.* 

White sheep and white lamb 


Crust or rough tanned goatskins, Persian, 
sheepskins and skivers* 

{This item previously read “Crust or 
rough tanned goat, skivers, Persians, 
and sheepskins.” | 

Paper, viz. 

Manufactures of, framed (including the 
weight of the frame), or unframed, 
having advertisements thereon, in- 
cluding price lists, n.e.i., trade cata- 
logues, n.e.i., show cards, n.e.i., and 
all printed, ' photographed* or litho- 
graphed matter, pictures, n.e.i., and 
posters of all kinds, used or intended 
to be used for advertising purposes ; 
also all printed bags and pea 
calendars and almanacs, n.é.i.. 

{ The italicised word is new. 1 


Printed matter and photographs the pro- 
perty of any public institution and 
intended for deposit and exhibition 
therein... 

[ The following words are deleted 
from this item* :—* Catalogues, 
price lists, show cards or pictures 
issued by or referring to the goods 
of any manufacturer or producer 
not having an established place of 
business in Australia.” | 

Printed matter, n.e.i. (except news- 
papers registered for transmission 
through the post) being or containing 
advertisements, including magazines 
containing advertisements, being more 
than one-fifth of the printed matter 
contained within the outside covers ... 


. 1353 C (ii) 





(new sub- 
item) 


355 


200% » * 
(Previously 
15 % ad val.) 


Free 





356 A 


356 B 


356 D 


6d. per lb. or 

35 % ad val.* 

(whichever 
higher). 


Free 


(Previously 





200% » * 
(Previously 
15 % ad val.) 


Free 


6d. per lb. or 
35 % ad val,* 
(whichever 





higher). 


(Previously 6d. per lb. No 
alternative duty.) 


Free 





6d. per lb. up to and in- 
cluding 9th Dec., 1907, 


read 6d, per 


lb. ; and on and after 10th 
Dec., 1907, Free.) 





* With effect from 13th May, 1908, 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTRH- continued. 























Present Rates of Import 
Duty under the— 
j Tariff Tariff on good 
Articles. Item. General the nth i. 
- manufacture of 
Tariff. the United 
Kingdom. 
Writing (plain) cut less than 16 by 13 
ins., ‘3 not in stationery packets* ...| 356G |15% ad val.|10 % ad val. 
[The italicised words are new. | 
Bags, 2.¢.i.* 356 L | .8s. per cwt. |7s.6d.per cwt. 
[The italicised letters are new. ] 
N.E.I., including pulpboard, cloth-lined 
boards ; and cloth-lined paper ; floor 
paper ; " paperhangings, or wall papers ; 
and toilet paper in rolls or packets ... |356 M (i)} 20 % ad val.|15 % ad val. 
| The words “Cardboard, Paste- 
board,” which appeared after the 
word ‘* including * have been 
deleted.* | 
Cardboard and pasteboard - (356 M (ii))5 % ad val.*| Free* 
(new sub-| (previously | (previously 
item) 120 % ad val.) 15 % ad val.) 
Pulpboard in the reel for cvating, ees 
to Departmental by-laws ces . 356 P (ii) Free* Free* 
(new sub-| (previously | (previously 
item) | 209% ad val.)|15 % ad vai.) 
Roofing, sheathing, and insulating paper | 356 Y Free * Free 
(previously 
5 % ad val.) 
Writing and typewriting* paper eage 
in sheets not less than 16 by 13 ins. 356 AA | 5 % ad val. Free 
[The italicised word “ typewriting ” 
is substituted for “typing.” ] 
~— specially prepared for coating with 
photographic emulsions* 356 DD Free Free 
[This item previously read “ ‘Baryta 
surface-coated paper or board for 
photographic purposes.” |] 
Waxed stencil paper and carbon Sect 
in packets or otherwise... 356 EE Free* Free* 
(new sub- 
: item) 
Stationery, manufactured, including 
various enumerated articlest .. 357 A | 3096adval. | 25 %ad val. 
(‘Paper lace” has been “deleted 
from this item.* | 
Manufactures of paper n.e.i. ... 357B|30% ,, 258% ; 
The words “including printers’ 
matrices ” have been deleted from 
this item.*] 
Matrices for stereotyping purposes 
having a — area Of 12 sq. ins. 
or under ... i a a 357 C | 1s. each, and | 1s. each, and 
(new sub-| for every for every 
stem) sq. in. of sq. in. of 
superficial | superficial 
area over area over 
12 sq. ins. 1d.*/12sq.ins. 1d.* 
News printing ink, invoiced at 6d. and 
under per lb. and in packages con- 
taining not less than 1lcwt. ... | 859 30 Yad val. |25 % ad val. 
[ The italicised words are new.* | 





* With effect from 13th May, 1908. 


t For full list, see Supplement to “ Board of Trade Journal” for 19th September, 
1907 (p. 35), and amendments stated in the “Board of Trade Journal” for 19th 
December, 1907 (p. 564). 
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GAMBIA. 


A copy of the “ Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1908” (No. 1 of 1908) 
. ' has been received which was assented to by the 

Revised Duties on ‘ 
Spirits Imported. ~<a of the Colony of Gambia on 24th April 

The Ordinance repeals the “Customs Tariff (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 1905,” and at the same time provides for the imposition 
of amended duties on spirits imported into the Colony and 
Protectorate of Gambia. 

The following is a statement of the import duties leviable on 
spirits under the present Ordinance—the old rates also being given 
for purposes of comparison :— 











ee Rates of 
Articles. [mport Duty. 
New RATES. s. d. 


Spirits (except perfumes) : 
Of or under standard strength* per Imperial gall. or part thereof 4 
Of greater strength per degree* 99 99 ond 0 
{ Provided that in the case of spirits, other than brandy an 

whisky, under standard strength, an abatement shall be 
allowed at the rate of 1d. for every degree of strength below 
50 degrees down to a minimum of 30 degrees, after which no 
further abatement shall be poms! 

Upon all kinds of spirits sweetened so that the degree of 
strength cannot be ascertained by Tralles’ Alcoholometer ... 42 


2 
1 





OLD RATES. 
Spirits : 

Brandy and whisky of or under the strength of 123 per cent. 
under proof by Sykes’ hydrometer, and so in proportion for 
any greater strength ... Per Imperial gall. or part thereof 4 0 

Other spirits except perfumes, of the strength of 123 per cent. 
under proof by Sykes’ hydromcter, and so in proportion for any 
greater or lesserstrength... Per Imperial gall. or part thereof 4 0 

All kinds of spirits sweetened so that the degree of strength 
cannot be ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer 

Per Imperial gall. or part thereof 4 0 


AP TP Ra ESRC aN ire cai he saan a 








* It is provided in the present Ordinance that the amount of spirits shall be 
ascertained by ‘Tralles’ Alcoholometer and method of computation. Spirits of 
standard strength shall mean spirits so ascertained to contain 50 degrees of alcohol 
(being the approximate equivalent of 12} per cent. under proof by Sykes’ 
hydrometer). 


ee ed oP, SMR NEO 


ME IOS ENTE OLE IIR ARIA AEN AD 


SO ROE prt ei eatin rcaee 





SIERRA LEONE, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
copy of an Order-in-Council which amends, 
with effect from 14th April, 1908, the Customs 
Duties Ordinance No. 26 of 1900 respecting the 
importation of flour and machinery into Sierra Leone, as follows :— 

The Order-in-Council provides for the imposition ofa duty of 3d. 


Castoms 
Amendments. 


Na peetr tin art 
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SIERRA LEONE—continued. 
per 50 lbs. (or fractional part) on “flour” imported in “bags or 
half-bags,” as well as in barrels or half-barrels. Previously, a 
duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem was leviable on flour imported 
in “ bags or half-bags” into the Colony. 
Provision is also made for the free importation of the following 
classes of machinery :— 

* Machinery and apparatus (and all parts and appliances 
thereof) consisting of a combination of moving parts or 
mechanical elements which may be put in motion by physical 
or mechanical force, and admitted as such by the Collector of 
Customs, of the following descriptions :— 

Agricultural, 

Industrial, 

Electrical, 

Manufacturing, 

Marine, 

Marine and gold dredging, 

Pumping and boring for water, 

Machinery for use in connection with the preparation of 
any natural product of the Colony, or the development 
of any industry in connection with such product.” 

[ NoTE.—Previously all classes of machinery were accorded free 
entry into Sierra Leone. | 





: EGYPT: 

The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 25th Apri] contains the 

Revised Valuation following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 

Tariff for Sesame, 2 °°°88!2g _import duties on certain kinds of 

’ gesame. The tariff was to come into force on 

the 25th April and is to remain in operation for a period of three 
months (i.e., until the 24th July next) or until denunciation :-— 





Valuation per kilogramme,* 
Country of Production. 





Former. New. 





Milliémes. ¢ | Milliémes. ¢ 
Sesame from China 15 | 144 


” ” India eee eve eee eee eee 154 15 
= ,, Zanzibar... sae ios can oid 154 | 15 
i », Aleppo ... _— ove cee oes 14% | 143 
as » Syria, Turkey and Cyprus ... ob 163 16 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
+ 1,000 milliemes = £E1 = 11. Os. 6d. 


The issue of the “Journal Officiel” for the 4th May contains the 
Revised Valuation following revised Valuation Tariff for use in 


assessing import duties on various kinds of 
Tare for Sugars. sugar. The tariff, which came into force on 








- ET A A A NE te te 
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EG Y P'T— continued. 
the 29th April, is to remain in operation until the 28th September 
next or until denunciation : — 








, Valuation per 
Kinds of Sugar. 100 Kilogrammes.* 
Crystallised or moist, in single or double bags bogie wae: : Milliémes.t 
Of Russian origin... 1,110 
Of any other origin ... 1,200 
Powdered or centrifugal, of any ‘or igin, “in single or double 
bags (gross weight) ons 1,250 
Crushed, of any origin, in single or double bags (gross weight) 1,360 
Cubes, of any origin, in boxes (net weight)... 1,420 
Loaf, 9 bes ss 1,450 
Red Java sugar, in single bags (gross weight) . ie ied 1,020 








* Duty is leviable on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
+ 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = 11. Os, 6d. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
The ‘‘ Reichsgesetzblatt”’ for the Ist May contains a Ministerial 
Ordinance fixing the Valuations for Tariff pur- 
poses of the more important substances which 





Tariff Valuations 


prone are dutiable on importation into Austria-Hun- 
Products gary as “chemical auxiliary materials and 


products not specially enumerated,” under 
No. 622 of the Customs Tariff, at the rate of 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
This Ordinance may be seen by persons interested at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C. 





SERVIA. 
Forthcoming reductions of the Servian Tariff rates of duty under 
the new Commercial Treaty between Austria-Hungary and Servia 
(continued from p. 356 of last week’s “ Board of Trade Journal”). 


[ Dinar = 9°6d.; 100 kilogs, = 220°46 lbs. Additions to or modifications of the 
text of the Tariff are indicated by italic type. ] 




















Rate of Duty, 
— Articles. == erm 
‘ ixed by 
Present. the Treaty. 
Dinars. Dinars. 
Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 kiloge. 
616 | Cordage of copper wire. 100°00 60°00 
617 | Boilermakers’ wares (boilers, &e., and 
lids for these _ boilers, distilling 
a gm inl steam boilers : 
Gi.) Rough ose ees 80°00 60°00 
(ii.) Commonly worked i _ 100°00 80:00 
(iii.) Finely worked .. - - 130-00 12000 





; 
- + 
f 
i 
ul 
{ 
4 
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° ’ 
i 
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i 
7 
| 
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| SERVIlA—continued. 
Rate of Duty. 
— Articles, 
; Fixed by 
Present. the Tr eaty, 
Dinars. Dinars. 


Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 khilogs. 


618 | Copper leaf (foil), brass leaf, leaf of 
tombac and other alloys ‘os 200°00 100°00 
619 | Kitchen and other utensils of copper, 
even combined with other materials, 
if this combination does not subject 
them to a higher duty: 

(i.) Rough or commonly worked ... 150-00 82°00 

(ii.) Finely worked ... 200°00 120°00 
620 | Rough cast copper wares, not further 
worked, without ornaments, even com- 
bined with wood or with roughly 
worked iron parts, weighing per piece 
more than 10 kilogs. ... 60°00 45°00 
621 | Cast wares of copper, combined with 
common materials, except articles 
coming under No, 620: 

(i.) Rough, even filed, without orna- 


ments _ 80°00 50°00 
(ii.) Worked or with ornaments : 
(2) All ornamented cast wares 200 00 80°00 
(db) Other cast wares, commonly 
worked 100:00 60°00 


NOTE TO NOs, 594, 599, 605, 620 
and 621.—By ornaments is under- 
stood decorations which produce 
effect by their relief (* haut-relief, 
bas-relief”’) formed by the mould, 
by pressure, by engraving, and by 
other processes; which represent 
foliage, figures, §c., and which 
copiously embellish the article. 

622 | Articles not previously mentioned or 
included : 

(i.) Of copper or its alloys alone, 

even in combination with other 














materials: 


(a) Rough and roughly worked 100:00 80°00 
(6) Finely worked ... 200-00 100-00 
(ii.) Combined with fine materials 250-00 230°00 


(iii.) Combined with the finest 
materials, if they do not thereby 
come under No, 630 or under a 
higher duty oe 450°00 300-00 

623 | Printing plates of copper or. ‘copper 

alloys, even combined with iron, 

wood, zinc, lead or tin, even etched or 
otherwise prepared _... eee jas 200°00 160°00 
NoTEeE.—Under No. 623 are in- 
cluded copper engraving plates, 
plates for printing or music print- 
ing, engraved or etched, of copper 
or yellow copper alloys, such as 
bronze, brass, etc., even steeled (i.c., 
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SERV[A—continued. 





Tariff 
No. 


Articles, 


Rate of Duty. 





Present. 


Fixed by 
the Treaty. 





ex 630 


634 





covered with a very thin layer of 
tron). On the other hand, plates 
Jor stereotyping and other plates 
Sor printing, or printing music or 
pictures, made of other metals, are 
not included under No. 623, even if 
they are coppered. Similarly, die 
plates and ornamental bookplates, 
even of copper or copper alloys, are 
not included under this No. 

Articles entirely or partly of gilt or 
silvered common metals and their 
alloys, so far as they are not specially 
mentioned and do not come under a 
higher duty : aaa eve ae 

Articles for personal adornment, orna- 
ments, and other articles de luxe and 
fancy goods entirely or partly of 
common metals or their alloys, gilt 
or silvered, even combined with other 
materials : 

(ii.) Combined 
materials ate: ose ose 

Compasses, marine compasses, machines 
for calculating and writing; pedo- 
meters and other like pocket instru- 
ments without clockwork ; automatic 
instruments for measuring and regis- 
tering without clockwork ; analysing 
scales ; automatic machines for weigh- 
ing and selling goods: all these, if 
through their combination with other 
materials they do not come under 
higher duties... eee eee ove 

Notes to Part XIV. of the Tariff 
(Metals and Manufactures thereoy)— 

1. Articles for. personal adorn- 
ment, ornaments, and also articles 
de luxe and fancy goods entirely 
or partly of common metals or 
their alloys, not silvered nor gilt, 
even combined with other mater- 
ials, and especially so-called 
Gablontz pm and Bohemian 
jewellery, are to be classified as 
manufactures of the material of 
which they are principally com- 
posed. 

2. Onthe other hand, articles 
of glass, porcelain or chinaware, 
combined with common metals, 
and in which the glass, porcelain 


with the finest 





Dinars. 
Per 100 kilogs. 


600°00 


800°00 


300°00 





Dinars. 
Per 100 kilogs., 


300°00 


500°00 


150°00 


= Aaa 


we ea 


caret ot 


AEP renin nt 


secpwaperoresnters 


Aes ae Sarg Nba tne 
nce Se anne ey rn anna 


= 


Pe Ne a nn 


ee en a ne aicemen 
eS it on“ 2 


——— 


i@ 
He 
ie 
{ 
i 
Ae 
' 
| 


2 Seene tegye gett beyeee ARAL EET ENA TIT 
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SERVIA—continued. 





Rate of Duty. 











= Articles. 
nig Sinesiati Fixed by 
| seivapsia the } ST 
aes Tite FATE CASA NS | sie 
| Dinars. 3 Dinars. 


or chinaware forms the principal | Per 100 kilogs. | Per 100 kilogs. 
material and the common metai | 
serves only as a mounting, frame, | 
joint or pedestal, are not included | 
in this category : such articles pay | 
Customs duty according to their | 
other composition, i.e., as articles | 
of glass, porcelain or chinaware. | 

3. Linings and other similar 





textile accessories have no influence 
upon the tariff classification of 
articlesincluded under Part XIV. 
of the Tariff; the same rule is 
valid for combinations with non- 
essential parts of celluloid or 
mother-of-pearl, 

4. Articles for personal adorn- 
ment, ornaments, and other articles 
de luxe and fancy goods af common | 
metals, combined with metallic | 
threads or wire (called leonin), not | 
imitation, are to be classed in | 
No. 630 ; combination with imita- | 
tion metallic threads or wire is, 
in the case of the articles men- | 
tioned, without influence upon | 
their tariff classification. | 
642 | Dynamos, electro-motors, alternators, | 
and other electric motors and their | 











| 
| 
| 
| 
parts and appurtenances, weighing | | 
per machine ; | 
(i.) More than 3,000 kilogs. | 15°00 | 12-00 
(ii.) From 500 to 3,000 _,, 22°00 | 17°00 
(iii.) 500 kilogs. or less % 30°00 | 22°00 
644 | Electrical apparatus combined with | 
small electric motors, such as electric | | 
fans, electric ventilators, and other | | 
like articles ~~ 15000 100-00 
653 | Carts and sledges for carrying goods m4 | 
(i.) Not varnished or painted... | 30°00 


) 
(ii.) Varnished and painted re 40°00 | 
654 | Garriages and sledges for. passengers : 
(i.) Uncovered, not Jacquered or | 
painted or coated with other | | 
substances : | | 
(a) With two wheels —. 40°00 g 
50°00 | " 
J 


See new 
classification 


(6) With four wheels ah, le 
(ii.) Covered, lacquered, painted, or ses oats 
coated with other substances : | 
(a) With two wheels doe 50°00 
(6) With four wheels ove 60°00 





| 
655 | Ordinary farm carts and sledges, all | | 
kinds — oi we sity Ken | 20°00 | 
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SERVIA — continued. 

Rate of Duty. 
met Articles. Tirr i ee ae Parity 
; ixed b 
Present. the Treaty 
Dinars. Dinars, 
Per 100 kilogs. Each. 
653 to | Carriages and sledges for carrying |) C 
655 passengers and goods : 
(i.) Without ironwork not colowred | 30°00 
(ii.) With ironwork or colowred, but 
not upholstered or covered : + See above. 
(a) Without springs . 40°00 
(b) With springs ‘ 75°00 
(iii.) Upholster ead or covered, even 
with springs iss J | 200-00 
656 | Parts of carriages and sledges : Per 100 kilogs. 
| (i.) Rough ... 40°00 10°00 
| (ii.) Worked .. 50°00 15°00 
ex 660 | Musical instruments : 
| (iii.) Piano mechanism and key- 
| boards : 150°00 135°00 
| (iv.) Violins, tambourines, ‘zithers, 
| and similar instruments . beg 250°00 170°00 
| (v.) Instruments of sheet metal 
(brass, &c.), clarionets, flutes, 
bassoons, hautboys, and other 
wind instruments .. - 250°00 210°00 
(vi.) Mechanical musical instru- 
ments be 250-00 135-00 
ex 666 | Watch and clock keys, dials for watches 
and clocks, of iron or other com- 
mon metals, irrespective of the Per kilog. Per kilog. 
manner in which worked... 25°00 } 
5-008 ( 1-00 
ex 670 | NOTE TO No. 670.—Toys of building | Per 100 kilogs.| Per 100 kilogs. 
stones, even with instructions and 60 00* 25°00 
drawings connected with them 120-00} a 




















* Not combined with other materials or with common or fine materials. 


+ Combined with the finest materials. 
t For watches. § For clocks. 





COLOMBIA, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 


Importation and 
Exportation of 
Goods by way of 

Manaos and Belen. 


a copy of an Agreement between the Govern- 
ments of Colombia and Brazil, which has been 
concluded for the purpose of developing the 
commercial relations between the two countries 
by the River Iga or Putumayo. 


Article II. of 


this Agreement provides that foreign merchandise bound for 
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Colombia by way of the Rivers Amazon and Putumayo may, sub- 
ject to compliance with the Brazilian regulations, be cleared at 
the Customs houses of Manaos and Belen, as ports of deposit. 
Colombian goods may likewise be exported through these Customs 
houses, provided that such goods are accompanied by a permit for 
exportation issued by the Colombian authorities at the place of 
origin of the goods and vwiséd by the authorities of the Brazilian 
fiscal port on the Putumayo. 





PERU—BOLIVIA.: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Transit through translation of a recent Convention between 
Peruvian Telst- the Governments of Peru and Bolivia laying 
down the regulations under which merchandise 
tory of Goods . _ poe ; . 
destined for destined for Bolivia will be permitted to pass 
Bolivia in free transit* through Peruvian territory from 
Mollendo to Guagui wid Puno, and from 
Mollendo to Pelechuco, as stipulated by the Commercial Treaty 
between the two countries of the 27th November, 1905. 
A copy of this Convention may be seen by persons interested at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 


* See also notice on p. 387 of this issue, 





JAPAN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 76 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 9th April on 
Withtrawal of | tn, subject of a Japanese Government Bill for 
Government Bill +), alteration of the consumption tax on textiles, 
respecting the = te Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 
CORRES FAX th, Foreign Office, of information to the effect 
oe Sones: that the Bill in question has been withdrawn by 
the Government on the recommendation of the Committee which 
was appointed to examine it. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT; 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received from H.M. Embassy at St. Peters- 
burg reporting that the Amur Railway Bill 
Amur Railway. was passed by the Duma on the 14th April; 
before passing into law, however, the Bill must 
be approved by the State Council and receive the Imperial 
consent. The details of the measure are as follow :— 

1. The Amur Railway is to be built in its full projected extent 
from the station of Kuenga on the Transbaikal line to the town 
of Khabarovsk, with a branch line along the river Zeya to 
Blagovieschensk. The railway is to be built under the direction 
and at the expense of the Treasury, and work is to begin in 1908. 

2. Sanction is given for the estimated cost of construction of 
the chief section of the line for a distance of 183 versts (122 miles) 
to the east from the starting-point of Kuenga. The cost of this 
section is estimated at 1,694,733/., and does not include outlay for 
the purchase of rolling stock, and its conveyance to the east. 
(The proposal of the Minister of Ways and Communications for 
the expenditure of a further sum of 263,157/. on a second branch 
to Nerchinsk was rejected as being superfluous at the present time.) 

3. The State Treasury is to disburse a sum of 1,698,503/. on 
account of expenditure involved in the construction of the line. 

4, The Imperial Treasury is in 1908 to devote a sum of 
78,9471. for purposes of surveying, &c. 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” of 20th December, 1906, p. 566, and previous 


notices. 





NETHERLANDS (CURACOA), 


H.M. Consul at Curagoa (Mr. J. Jesurun) has forwarded a transla- 
; tion of a new pilotage law, which took effect in 
New Pilotage the Netherlands Colony of Curacgoa on the 30th 
saw. January last, by which the taking of a pilot is 
made compulsory for all vessels (with certain exceptions), the 
Government, however, repudiating responsibility for any acts of 
negligence on the part of the pilots. Hach pilotage service is now 
charged for separately, and merchant vessels (both steam and sail) 
must pay for pilotage on their gross tonnage, instead of, as for- 
merly, on their net tonnage. 
The translation referred to, containing the new scale of pilotage 
rates, may be consulted by persons interested, at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 
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FRANCE. 
H.M. Consul at —_ (Mr. C. Clipperton) reports that the Rouen 
hamber of Commerce have been authorised b 
ugg Taxes. decree published in the French “J oct, 
Mee Officiel” of 15th May to levy the following local 
port taxes, which are intended to cover the cost of the organisation 
and maintenance of a service of police, and the supervision of the 
quays and dependencies of the port of Rouen :— 
1.—On goods entering the port— 

(a) Tax of 25 centimes (fd.) per ton of 1,000 kilos. on coal, 
timber, cut wood and wood pulp, petroleum, stones, 
pyrites and other mineral matter; (b) Tax of 5 centimes 
(4d.) per ton of 1,000 kilos. on cereals, wine, metals and 
general goods. 

2.—Tax of 24 centimes (3d.) per ton of 1,000 kilos on all 
goods leaving the port. 
Any fraction of a ton is to be counted as a ton. 





FRANCE (SOCIETY ISLANDS), 
H.M. Consul at Tahiti (Mr. R. T. Simons) reports, with regard to 
the shipping of the Society Islands, that a San 


Servicer; Possible Francisco steamship company fulfil, under con- 
Opening for tract with the Tahiti Government, the postal 
Direct Service “re of the colony every 36 days, receiving 
oi deck therefor an annual subsidy of 150,000 fr. (about 


6,000/.) from the local treasury, the mails being 
due in Paris 25 to 26 days after despatch from Papeete. This official 
service has for the past eight years been carried on by a vessel 
of about 3,600 tons, which has kept time with remarkable regu- 
larity, and which is in every way well fitted for the transporta- 
tion of mails and passengers. [From Auckland (New Zealand) 
another company keeps up a service by way of the Cook Islands with 
complete satisfaction to local commerce. For some years past the 
tonnage of the vessels performing this service has had to be steadily 
increased, and although the trade with Tahiti has remained the 
same as formerly, the export trade of the intermediate islands of 
the Cook group has grown at a rate with which the Company find 
some difficulty in keeping pace. ‘The possibility of a third steam 
route has been mentioned as presenting features of probable popu- 
larity and success, namely, direct communication from Sydney or 
Brisbane to Tahiti by way of New Caledonia, with calls at inter- 
mediate islands in Fiji and along the route for cargo. Any such 
line, adds H.M. Consul, bringing Tahiti into direct touch with 
New Caledonia, would doubtless receive a large measure of support 
from both colonies, and would offer to the trade of Tahiti the 
advantage of direct shipment from Australian ports of the European 
goods now received after two transhipments in Australia and New 
Zealand. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The Acting British Consul at Boston (Mass.) reports the 

New Steamshi establishment of a regular line of vessels 

Line to Ca ay between New Bedford and the Cape Verde 

Verde Sees Islands. New Bedford, it is stated, is the 

‘ eentre of Portuguese population in the United 

States, and as such is a mecca for immigration from the Cape 
Verde Islands. 


UNITED STATES (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS). 
A despatch has been received from the British Embassy at Wash- 
ington reporting that Congress have passed the 
Untied States hil providing ehat the eA of law re- 
Coastwise Laws gs 
stricting to vessels of the United States 
not applicable to 4). teansport of pass d hand; 
the Philippines. 1e transport of passengers and merchandise 
directly or indirectly from one port of the 
United States to another, shall not be applicable to vessels engaging 
in trade between the Philippine Islands and the United States (see 
‘Board of Trade Journal” of 16th April last, pp. 145-6). The 
Act of 1906, which would have applied the coastwise laws detinitely 
to shipping between the United States and the Philippines after 
llth April, is repealed, Other provisions of the Bill that has just 
been passed leave to the Government of the Philippines control 
over the regulation of shipping among the Islands and otherwise 
leave their trade unhampered. 


CHINA. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The San Francisco ‘“ Chronicle” of 2nd May states that arrange- 
ment have been made by the Eng Hok Tong 








a0 ve Steamship Company, a Chinese concern with 
pg? . headquarters at lfongkong, to establish a 


trans-Pacific line of steamers with a view to 
connecting South China with Galveston and other Gulf ports by 
way of the Tehuantepec Railway. The connecting service between 
Coatzacoalcos (Puerto Mexico}, the Atlantic terminus of the 
railway, and Gulf ports will be worked by the Wolvin Steamship 
Line. The new service will commence operations at about the end 


of May. 


JAPAN. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. W. R. Hearn) reports 
that, according to the press of that city, the 
establishment of a trans-Pacific service between 
Japan and Seattle is under the consideration of 
the Osaka Steamship Company, and that 
provisional arrangements have been made with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company for the conveyance of 
freight from Seattle to Chicago. It is anticipated that the line 
of the railway company will be extended to Seattle by June of 
next year. 





New Japanese 
Trans-Pacific 
Ss. Line. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held in the Council House, Birmingham, 
on the 7th May into the circumstances attend- 
ing a boiler explosion that occurred at Aston 
on the 21st January last. The Commissioners 
attributed the explosion to negligence on the 
part of the owner and ordered him to pay 60/. towards the cost of 
the investigation. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 





FRANCE (SOCIETY ISLANDS). 


HM. Consul at Tahiti (Mr. R. T. Simons) reports the discovery in 
siasincamead the Society Islands of phosphates so rich and in 
Phos “ such large quantities that the deposits, even if 
P : worked at the rate of over 150,000 tons a year, 
will not be exhausted for many years to come. When a British 
steamer with experts on board arrived at the Islands to investigate, 
the deposits were, at sight, found to be so rich that a company was 
immediately formed in Paris to take the matter in hand. There 
is every reason to believe, says the Consul, that operations will be 
commenced as soon as the preliminary reports of the engineers 
have been received and approved by the company. It is estimated, 
on reliable authority, that in one island there are at least 30,000,000 
tons of phosphate deposits, the analysis of which has revealed from 
65 to 85, and even 90, per cent. of pure phosphate, and the whole 
of that island has not yet been thoroughly explored and prospected. 
The local conditions and difficulties of shipment will necessitate 
preparatory engineering works that will entail an initial expendi- 
ture which cannot fall very short of 100,000/., and if the deposits 
are extracted at the rate of 300,000 tons per annum, the money 
spent in labour, in royalties to the Government, and to the 
owners of the land will practically double the purchasing power of 
the colony. The movement of shipping will be increased to nearly 
ten times its average tonnage and should further contribute to 
promote the prosperity of all classes of the community. The 
company which proposes to undertake the working of these 
deposits is French in name and registered at Paris, but in 
conception and affiliation it is mainly British. It is to be 
hoped, says the Oonsul, that British shipowners will not be 
indifferent to this opportunity of securing for their vessels employ- 
ment which, whilst profitable to themselves, would so materially 
conduce to the promotion of national interests in the Pacific. The 
' necessity of this note of warning is prompted by the reflection that 
Ocean Island, Naaru and Malden Island, and other phosphate and 
guano producing centres in the Pacific are dependent on foreign 
carriers, and it is difficult to understand why British shipping 
should not reap the fruits of a trade said to be profitable to those 
engaged in it. 
Makatea, the island where these rich deposits have been found 
to exist, belongs to the Paumotu Archipelago, and is situated about 
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120 miles to the north-north-west of Tahiti; 44 miles long with a 
maximum width of 14 miles, Makatea differs in formation from the 
other islands of the Paumotus in that it has no lagoon and rises to 
an elevation of about 230 feet, whereas the others are mere chains 
of atolls, some of which, especially Niau, have also been found to 
contain phosphates. Fresh discoveries, adds H.M. Consul, may be 
expected, as fields hitherto unexplored are duly prospected. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 
H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco (Mr. W. R. Hearn) has 
Cais binintiin’ at forwarded an extract from the “ Call” of that 
1 a Steel city announcing a combination of iron and 
tearm ny e steel manufacturers of California, Oregon, 
oan > Sas Washington and British Columbia. 
—_ The extract may be seen by persons inter- 
rene ested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





JAPAN: 
The “Japan Financial and Economic Monthly” for February 
publishes the following statistics, issued by the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce, of 
the mineral output of Japan in 1907, with 
corresponding figures for the preceding year :— 


Mineral 
Production. 





1906. 1907. 








psmmntes | 


i : 
Quantity. | Value. Quantity.| Value. 








————————————————— a 


Yen. Yen. 
ee” ons - ... Momme 794,583 3,795,772 | 735,708 3,654,702 
Silver ... 20,161,481 3,239,765 23,519,189 3,852,043 


nat eae J 
Se ast, ety cence SOM 58,746,257 | 26,302,204 63,061,157 $27,000,000 
Pig iron = + Kwamme |10,536,061 | 1,939,689 (11,610,995 | 2,137,584 
Steel ae ””té‘(;”;:« @&B.484 | «| 254.079 | 1,223,023 | 363,238 
UE ces sua} a | 4,570,708 | 432,466 | 5,090,246 | 502,916 
AES aa RE Dea |” 39,880} 40,891 | 50,074 52.371 
Antimony refined ... _,, | 343.210 145.600 | : * 

Sulphuric antimony... _,, | 160,780 | 31,177 | 74 * 

Quicksilver ..  ... | 610. 793 | 912 1,186 
Pyrites... Sine + Kwamme 9,597,250 94,437 | 9,620,278 | 96,203 
Chromic iron ... — o 414,750 | 8,648 | 1,509,928 31,482 
Manganese... San am 1,911,270 | 69,478 | 2,772,236 101,287 
Arsenic ore... i? oe | 10,312 | 722 | 7,710 540 
Zinc ore die ..» Kwamme | 3,793,095 | 208,165 | 4,134,982 226,928 
Phosphoric ore fg | 837.340; 18,447 | * : 

Graphite ... ... Kin 935,089 | 22458; 1198296/ 11,447 
ee oa) GO, Tia 12,974,274 | 63,364,128 |13,716,488 | 59,296,378 
a aon oo | 71,374 | 112,699 | 63,550 | 101,680 
Petroleum RAN ... Koku | 1,378,211 3,840,430 1,773,197 f 7,390,685 
Pitch ... ine Pee — 644,138 7,168 810,000 | 8,993 
Sulphur eve ot he 45,722,221 612,461 47,515,538 631,757 





Momme = 2°41 dwts., kin == 1°3228 lb. av., kwamme = 8°2817 Ib. av., 
koku = 39°7 gallons. 
* No figures available, 
ft These figures show the amount estimated in consideration af the present 
condition of the principal districts, 
~ Estimated. 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


JAPAN. 


Referring to the notice on p. 295 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 6th February relating to the Japanese cotton 
: spinning industry, H.M. Commercial Attaché at 
p> orton Yokohama (Mr. E. F. Crowe) reports that the 
. Cotton Spinners’ Union have decided to sus- 
pend night work for a period of three months between May 
and October, according to the convenience of the several mills. 
When it is inconvenient to stop night work, the mills are to reduce 
the number of their spindles in operation by 27 per cent. during 
the six months from May to October. The restriction does not 
apply to yarns which are to be woven into piece-goods for export, 
nor to fine counts. 


Se 


Restriction of 





AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM: 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 16th May, 1908, were as 


follows :— 
Wheat ... ke ams ea 8 ee 
Barley ... Lis sie oe ae | Of 
Oats... a a oo 


For further particulars gee p. 423. 


A statement is published on p, 424, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Imports of Agti- imported into the United Kingdom during the 
* week ended the 16th May, 1908, as well as of 
the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





BRITISH COLONIES. 


Attention is called to the publication by the Colonial Office of a 
, report by Professor Wyndham Dunstan, F.R.S., 
wee seal Director of the cai Institute, on British 
es cotton cultivation. Abstracts are given of 
reports relating to British cotton growing areas all over the world, 
with details of the quality and quantity of cotton grown, the 
experiments carried on, Xc. 
Copies of the report (Colonial Reports—Miscellaneous, No. 50) 
may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman and Sons, Ltd., Fetter Lane, 
E.C., price 24d. 





Pe 
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FRANCE (SOCIETY ISLANDS). 


H.M. Consul at Tahiti (Mr. R. T. Simons) reports, with regard to 
Cotton the cotton industry of the Society Islands, that 
Ps dito although the variety known as “Sea Island ” is 
" known to thrive luxuriantly in the soil and 
climate of the islands, there has been no visible practical effort 
made to take advantage of the favourable condition of the cotton 
market. The local Administration have spared no pains to push 
the matter before the owners of the land, the Acting Governor 
having on several occasions personally distributed, gratuitously, 
seeds of the best Sea Island cotton specially imported by the Govern- 
ment for the purpose. It is doubtful, however, whether success 
will reward the official advice and direction given to the people, 
and out of 150 hectares (about 370 acres) which it was expected 
would be planted with Sea Island cotton, it is believed that not more 
than 50 acres have actually been put under cultivation. As a 
matter of fact, says the Consul, the native prefers the Egyptian 
variety common in Tahiti, which entails far less labour and is 
perhaps just as remunerative as, if not more than, the Sea Island. 
The fact remains, however, that some of the Society Islands are 
remarkably propitious to cotton plants of all kinds, and especially to 
the *‘ Sea Island” variety, but until the matter is taken in hand on 
up-to-date methods of scientific cultivation, aided by outside 
capital and imported labour, no progress in this direction is to be 
expected from the present local environment. As an inducement 
to planters, the “ Caisse Agricole “—a small establishment affiliated 
to the Government—have offered and guaranteed to pay 80 c. (8d.) 
per kilo. for unginned Sea Island cotton delivered to them at 
Papeete, 





PORTUGAL (ANGOLA). 


H.M. Consul at Loanda (Mr. H. G. Mackie) has forwarded a report 
on the coffee industry of Angola, together with 
Coffee Industry. samples of the principal varieties of coffee grown 
there. Mr. Mackie remarks that coffee was at 
one time a flourishing industry in the Colony, but that, though it 
continues to be the chief article of export, the depreciation i in the 
market prices of late years has rendered the trade less remunera- 
tive. The exports of coffee from Angola during the year 1904 (the 
Jatest year for which statistics have been published) amounted to 
5,820 metric tons, as compared with 4,996 metric tons in 1903 and 
5,267 metric tons in 1902. 
The report and, samples may be examined at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


According to a report in the “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette ” for 
May,* based on 6,440 statistical returns, 


8 er a8 ata viz., 2,639 returns from trade unions and 3,801 
a e aeen returns from employers (relating to 1,089,634. 


workpeople employed in coal and iron mining, 
the cotton, woollen, worsted and other textile trades, the building 
trades, the boot and shoe and other clothing trades, and the paper 
and glass trades), besides a large number of returns of a non- 
statistical character received from employers’ associations, trade 
unions, local correspondents and other sources, employment in 
April showed some decline as compared with the previous month, 
and continued to be considerably affected by the disputes in the 
engineering and shipbuilding trades, which have rendered idle an 
increasingly large number of workpeople not directly concerned. 

As compared with a year ago there was a decline in most of the 
principal industries. 

In the 268 trade unions, with a net membership of 638,237, 
making returns, 48,035 (or 7°5 per cent.) were reported as un- 
employed at the end of April, 1908, as compared with 6°9 per 
cent. at the end of March, 1908, and 3°3 per cent. at the end of 
April, 1907. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th May, 1908, 
Cotton Statistics. was 69,287 (including 132 bales British West 
Indian), and the number imported during the 
twenty weeks ended the 14th May was 1,861,733 (including 
5.543 bales British West Indian and 2,631 bales British West 
African), As regards exports, the figures are, for the week 
ended the 14th May, 1908, 11,795 bales, and for the twenty 
weeks, 214,218 bales, 
For further details see p. 423. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and of 
Riiiiate administration orders under Sec. 125 (Deceased 
nat Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted in 
England and Wales during the month and four 

months ending 30th April, 1908, will be found on pp. 425-6. 





ADEN. 


The following table, showing the value of the total imports and 
exports of the sea-borne foreign and Indian 
Trade in 1906-7. trade of Aden during the year ended 31st 
March, 1907, as compared with the preceding 
year, is taken from the annual report on the trade and navigation 
of Aden :— 


—— 





- * For list of principal contents see p. 427. 
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Miscellaneous. 
ta 
| Year ended 31st March. 
| — 
| 1906, | 1907, 
Imports. Rs. | Rs. 
Merchandise ott oct ide tise -»| 4,41,88,663 | 4,94,80,758 
Treasure ... sdb ena af one ome 49,41,670 | 32,40,174 
Total imports ... ... Rs. 4,91,80,338 | 5,27,20,982 
Exports. | 
Merchandise cee ine ose ae ... 93,94,74,236 | 3,89,78,332 
Treasure ... ami ae ta ae wa 54,44.184 | 37,92,526 
Totalexports ...  ... Rs. 4,49,18,420 | 4,27,70,858 
| 
ICELAND. 


The British Vice-Consul at: Reykjavik (Mr. A. Sigurdsson) has 


forwarded a translation of a Law that has re- 


coven cently come into force in Iceland, providing 
ooubhwaa that commercial travellers and commission 
: agents who, without being domiciled in that 


country, offer for sale foreign goods or undertake to procure or 
contract for the purchase of goods to be subsequently imported 
from abroad, must purchase a licence before they start business in 
the country. The cost of the licence is 200 kroner if the traveller 
represents only one firm or factory, and, if he represents more than 
one, a further payment of 50 kroner for each additional firm or 
factory represented. The licence will be valid for one year from 


the date of issue. 





PORTUGAL, 


H.M. Minister at Lisbon reports that, in consequence of repre- 
Legislation sentations made to the Portuguese Government 
affectin respecting the decree of 21st October, 1907 
berensreee affecting foreign insurance companies carrying 
on business in Portugal (see ‘ Board of Trade 
, Companies. Journal” of 19th December, 1907, p. 584}, 
pointing out the hardship involved in requiring such companies to 
make deposits in conformity with a Law the conditions of which 
may subsequently be materially altered by Parliament, a decree 
was published in the “ Diario do Governo ” of 24th April by which 
the period fixed for making the deposits is extended up to the time 
when the Cortes shall have decided on the subject of the former 
decree, the said companies being permitted to apply up to then for 
authority to continue in the exercise of their business. 
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Miscellaneous. 





CHILE. 

H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso (Mr. F. P. Leay) has forwarded 
a copy of the “‘ Resimen del Comercio Exterior 
de Chile” for the year 1907, published by the 
Chilian Customs Department, from which the 
following statistics of the import and export trade of Chile during 
1907, with comparative figures for the preceding year, have been 
extracted :— 


Trade in 1907. 








—$———__.. 

















aicaiavites: 1906. 1907. 
Pesos of 18d. | Pesos of 18d. 
Total Imports... 237,697,642 293,681,855 
Total Exports (Domestic) . 283,802,670 274,455,222 
Principal Imports— 
Agricultural machinery and —- ts 3,870,586 4,265,437 
Animals, live (chiefly oY) 5,688,509 8,237,371 
Cement, Roman ... 2 ae 2,001,079 3,936,932 
Coal 20,396,480 29,783,080 
Cotton goods _ 27,525,520 36,334,739 
Iron and steel goods 27,478,151 35,060,364 
Machinery for general industrial purposes 11,845,050 18,440,997 
Meat, fish, condensed milk, Xc. 3,166,090 5,003,668 
Mining tools and machinery 12,958,741 10,003,267 
Olive oil 1,977,994 3,330,303 
Paper and paper manufactures... 5,296,731 6,871,337 
Perfumery, drugs and chemicals. . 3,946,365 5,463,844 
Rolling stock, richard Pn &e. 7,591,738 11,268,931 
Sacks, ved +w. 6,205,204 4,024,755 
Silk goods .. 3,402,666 3,397,620 
Sugar - 6,129,325 6,131,095 
Wines, spirits, beer and mineral ‘waters 2.929,728 3,781,865 
Wood and wood manufactures .. 4,897,833 7,207,297 
Woollen goods tes 13,521,371 18,720,686 
Principal Exports— 
Copper ingots 19,750,936 16,846,867 
Fruits, grains, Xc. 7,495,940 11,851,415 
Saltpetre ... 217,317,015 206,202,950 














JAPAN. 
H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr, E. F. Crowe) reports 
that the three principal sugar refineries in 
i An Japan have come to an agreement to limit their 
Pr He production in order that they may avoid 
competition in the home market, and combine 
in foreign markets. According to the newspapers, for every 
20 piculs refined by the Dai Nippon Sugar Company, the 
Yokohama Company will refine 5 piculs and the Kobe Company 
2°9 piculs. ‘The daily capacity of these refineries is given as 600 
tons for the Dai Nippon Company, 120 to 130 tons for the 
Yokohama Company, and 70 to 80 tons for the Kobe Company, 
but as a matter of fact they have never worked up to these figures, 
the highest output of the Dai Nippon Company; for instance, being 

given as from 470 to 480 tons per day. 


Agreement to 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 20 weeks ended 
lith May, 1908 :— 



































Week ended pe Week ended 20 pena 
coment 14th May, | jain 14th May, | 14s, 
, 1908. ' 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. | No. No. No. 
American on ou ont 57,523 | 1,533,496 8,455 148,787 
Brazilian seh ods al 14 18,299 — 1,771 
East Indian ... pen wal 2,042 54,796 2,283 17,172 
Egyptian na won ro 7,696 219,596 1,051 43,929 
Miscellaneous oun iad 2,012* 35,546F 6 2,559 
c hee cal 69,287 1,861,733 | 11,795 | 214,218 




















* Including 132 bales British West Indian. 
» B43 « . ,, and 2,631 bales British West African. 
Note.—Cotton ‘tin transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if deseribed 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure.* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 16th May, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 


| { 
| 








Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

e. 4. s. 4d. & 4. 

Week ended 16th May, 1908 ... oon we Oe tt 24 9 "9 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... nie ene coe coe mt a 8 24 «1 et 

1902 ... cee eee eee vee wee ee 25 4 22 6 

1908 ... ove eee ose ove iok. a in 23 «7 18 5 

1904 ... eee eee eee eee ae, 20 4 16 7 

1905 ... eee oes ove eee oe} 30 10 24 8 18 5 

1906 ... eee eve oce oce at Bene 23 10 20 1 

1907 ... ens eee cee eee wr we 4 23 10 20 1 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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inet of Agricultural Produce inte the United Kieden, 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 

imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 16th May, 1908, 

together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 





—_— 









































Week ended | Corr - 
——— 16th May, | ing Week in 
1908, 1907, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves eee = ove) += Number 5,947 6,920 
Sheep and a" ios ene mn ~ 2,048 508 
Swine... sso ene ee mm — — 
Horses ... es - 191 212 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and sr sicg PP Cwts. 138,499 139,377 
Mutton _,, “ . 115,671 116,620 
Pork a 5,978 5,307 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... ose ine iat bit ” Cwts 123,149 94,091 
Beef eee eee ece ece ee . P) 2'378 2,820 
Hams... _ oon ~~ a - 28,553 20,638 
Ss ose - a 6,276 6,194 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... " 16,1438 14,071 
‘ a salted . ie a 2,033 1,122 
» preserved otherwise than oy salting a 5,581 6,236 
(including tinned and canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter... iin ans _— e Cwts 76,571 102,886 
Margarine eee ~_ - - - 17,281 17,696 
Cheese... - eee - ” 18,220 29,384 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums - oo “ _— = 

— = ee ab 2 _ 112 91 

» condensed on an 12,551 19,722 

9» preserved, other k kinds .. én ° " 58 209 

Eggs ae reat age ae ...| Grt. Hundr 841,252 398,376 
aoe eee eee eee vee . Value £ 7,322 14,211 
Gam - - 1,432 2,858 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frowen) as 2OC Cwts 8,842 15,955 
Lard ij i a 36,591 28,167 
Corn ree meal, ‘and flour :— 

Wheat ... iS Pe Cwts, 1,201,100 | 1,918,700 
Wheat meal and flour coo eee i 124,200 218,700 
Barley... eve eee eve pee mt 143,000 209,300 
Oats sa ese we evs - * 215,300 143,400 
Peas eg teeta: eee ome 2 12,540 26,250 
Beans... oe ove - a 1,810 60 
Maize or Indian corn ... — m 160,500 1,198,800 

Fruit, raw :— 
App les... _ eee |  Cwts. 60,708 23,808 
- asada and peaches ove ow | - — 3 
Bananas . *” me ..| Bunches 150,509 98,300 
Cherries . eee - ~ Cwts. 187 51 
Currants .. — - - - _ _— 
Gooseberries oe ve me 120 275 
Grapes ... , a . 217 293 
Lemons ... ove es at 15,175 19,140 
Oranges ie a 152,851 143,356 
Pears eco - - 9 1,327 
Plums ire - — —_ 
Strawberries a at 45 123 
Unenumerated ... ‘n 1,514 572 
Hay ... see ove Tons 725 2,618 
Straw ee o 25 656 
Moss litter | a 1,786 1,109 
ops me Sag ial 2,255 1,098 
Locust beans ove eee ad o 8,699 26,540 
Vegetables, raw :— 
ON OOD ne - ...| Bushels 223,816 334,974 
Potatoes hs rt leit Sel CaS yaaa 315,954 139,025 
Tomatoes om oe ove - ee - 19,100 25,054 
Unenumerated ... one coe os «-| Value £ 14,836 12,486 
Vegetables, dried ... ove ess ee ee Cwts. 3,649 451 
Preserved by canning ... ove o oo " 8,291 5,693 














— a — — — - _—_— - -_--—_- - - ———— ———— eR eeeeenenpaeecineeen 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders under 
Sec. 125 (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 
in the undermentioned Principal Trades and Occupations during 
the periods indicated :— 












































Four months 
April. ending 30th 
April. 
1908, 1907. 1908, 1907, 
| No. No. | >» No. 
Total gazetted...  .. 0 oe  o| 826 | 330 1,413 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- | 
tions :— | | 
Builders... aie. iat a 29 122 104 
Publicans and hotel ial &c. on eoe| 20 26 95 87 
Grocers on evs ee ese one ool 26 14 87 15 
Farmers and graziers ese ose eee oe} 14 15 61 60 
Bakers ope ee eee eee eee oe 5 55 34 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,déc, .. «. 8 7 45 32 
Butchers... oe eee , 11 12 40 44 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c, .. ss oo} 9 10 39 52 
Tailors oe ove oes eee eee eee 4 7 30 40 
Ooal and coke merchants and dealers ... “e 7 9 23 27 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers s 3 23 31 
Clerks, commercial and general... 5 5 22 19 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. eee oe eee 2 8 21 30 
Agents, commission and general eee ove 5 4 2) 16 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. ... ook ee 2 6 19 27 
Ironmongers ose ese oes 0 0s 4 1 19 3 
Oonfectioners oes ee oes oe ens 5 3 19 21 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ioe 4 2 | 18 15 
Carriers carmen, lightermen, and linet ei 2 Oo i0%3 19 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths, &c. 5 | ae 19 
Generaldealers.... oe - abe bn 3 2 14 12 
Directors and promoters of public companies . 4 — 14 7 
Furniture dealersand makers... end — 3 13 14 
Merchants, general cee exe 1 f 13 10 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and inte 1 2 13 12 
Printers, booksellers,and publishers... ene 3 3 3 9 
Carpenters and joiners ... = ss. ave | — 2 12 7 
Solicitors... ove ove eee eee one 2 1 12 ) 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers ... eee ee eve ose eve 3 3 12 16 














| 
| 
: 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 
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Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| 


tions—continued. 


Engineers and founders, &c. __... on 
Saddlers and harness makers 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 
Stationers... eee ove _ eve 
Travellers, commercial, &c. ~ _ 
Timber merchants ... eee 

Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c, 
Clothiers, outfitters,&c. ... ese 

Milliners, dressmakers, &c, eee 

Auctioneers ... eve ove 


Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 


Wheelwrights eee oe 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, oe 
Officersin Army ... 
Architects and surveyors ... 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ove 
Lodging-house keepers... 
Brokers, stock and share ... 660 eos 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Hairdressers... eee os 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ove 
Contractors coe eee os oe 
Cattle and pig dealers 


Chemists, druggists and chemical] manufacturers 


Carriage, &c.,builders... ove 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. oo ove 
Gardeners, florists, &c. 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers 
Millers 
Cotton spinnersand manufacturere ... 
Provision merchants aes occ 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... 
Stone, marble and monumental masons 









































Four months 
April. ending 30th 
April. 

1908. 1907. 1908, 1907. 
No. | No No. No 
ee 12 6 
° 5 | _— 12 d 
ee 1 3 10 8 
- 1 | 1 10 6 
2 | d 10 15 
ee 10 2 
eve 3 1 10 3 
aa —=— | g 9 9 
“a = | 4 9 5 
ft 2A 9 14 
Pep? lug 8 10 
eee mT 2 8 5 
a & [oa : 6 
ove 3 | 4 8 8 
ad eeeh vg y 10 
| — | 8 7 12 
ee 1 | — 7 12 
° 1 | ] 7 3 
eve aa 1 7 6 
we Se, a 6 10 
3 Preig 6 7 
- I 1 6 6 
ee 3 3 6 4 
2 2 6 10 
eee —_ — 5 10 
eee 1 — d 15 
coe 1 — 5 3 
eee 2 1 5 § 
° 3 -—~ 5 a 
ee J 1 4 10 
Reo 1 F 3 
1 _ 3 -— 
_ 5 2 15 

oe _ — 2 
1 1 2 6 
| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased ata cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 5d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1906, in two 
volumes and a Supplement, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 8d. 
for the first volume, 3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 9d. for 
the Supplement, at any of the addresses enumerated above. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives 
Abstract Tables for the years 1902-1906, and detailed statements 
of imports and exports of each article (from and to each country) 
in the first volume, in the second volume details as to customs 
revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country, and 
in the Supplement, Abstract and detailed tables showing countries 
of consignment of imports, and countries of ultimate destination 
of exports. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the May 
issue:—State of the Labour Market in April; Number of 
workpeople employed in Non-Textile Factories, 1904 ; Co-operative 
Production and Distribution in Ireland in 1906; Recent Concilia- 
tion Cases; Railway Conciliation Boards; and Report of Central 
(Unemployed) Body for London, 1906-7. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3,975. Trade of Adrianople for the Year 1907. 


Industrial depression, due to Remarks on principal arti- 
poor harvests, financial crisis cles of import and export. 
and rise in price of commo- Wool production. 
dities. Sketch map of the Vilayet. 


Suggestions to British traders. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1¢, 








4,28 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


{May 21, 1908, 





Government Publications. 





No. 3,976. Trade of Consular District of Coquimbo for the 
Year 1907. 


Reduced trade during latter 
part of year, due to low rate of 
paper currency and increased 
price of necessaries. 

Notes on shipping, mining 


(principally copper), and agri- 
cultural industries. 

Remarks on import and ex- 
port trade. 

Census returns. 

Map of Consular district. 


No. 3,979. Trade of the Territory of Hawaii for the Year 1906-7. 


Analysis of import and ex- 
port trade, and of shipping 
returns. 

Progress of harbour works 
at Honolulu, Hilo and Pear! 
Harbour ; lighthouses. 


Agricultural industries 
(sugar, coffee, fruit, rice, sisal, 
lumber). 


Honolulu iron works. 
Map of the Hawaiian Islands. 


No. 3,987. Trade of Consular District of Rome for the Year 1907. 


Financial and economic 
situation. 
Imports from United King- 
dom. 
Agricultural, 


textile industries. 


mining and 


Emigration statistics. 

Tramway and railway con- 
struction. 

Sanitary conditions; building 
construction. 


A report on Civitavecchia is appended. 


No. 3,988. Trade and Agriculture of Poland and Lithuania 
for the Year 1907, 


Industrial and economic con- 
ditions. 

Population ; emigration. 

Projected public works; 
progress of telephones, electric 
trams and electric lighting. 

Projected railways. 

Notes on important indus- 


tries (textile, iron, coal, zine: 
leather, &c.). 

Agricultural conditions; pro- 
duction of potato spirit, beet- 
sugar, &c.; cattle breeding and 
dairy farming; timber trade. 

Map of Consular District of 
Warsaw. 


No. 3,989. Trade of the Morea and the Provinces of Atolia and 
Acarnania for the Year 1907. 


Favourable year for trade, 
industry and agriculture; im- 
proved condition of peasantry. 

Shipping competition, 


Currant trade; notes on vin- 
tage, sultanas, tobacco, figs, 
citrons, olives, valonea, &c. 

Import and export trade. 

Map of Consular District, 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,990. Trade of the Cyclades for the Year 1907. 


Continued decline in trade 
of Syra; total trade valued at 
397,4661., as against 426,5421. 
in 1906, and 1,500,000/. in 
1890. 

Shipping and navigation ; 
harbour improvements at Syra. 


British and Indian trade with 
Syra. 

Notes on principal exports 
(emery, citrons, vegetables). 

Local industries (textile, 
leather, shipbuilding, “ rahat 
loucoum,” mining, agriculture). 

Map of the Cyclades. 


No. 3,991. Trade, &c., of Java for the Year 1907. 


Prosperous year for agri- 
culture. 3 

Notes on principal exports 
and imports. 


Mining industry. 

Improved shipping accommo- 
dation projected. 

Map of Java. 


Reports on Macassar and Balik Pappan are appended. 


No. 3,992. Trade of Antung for the Year 1907. 


General conditions and pros- 
pects of port. 

Establishment of Chinese 
Imperial Maritime Customs. 

Shipping and navigation. 


Railway facilities. 

Notes on principal imports 
and exports. 

Timber and silk industries. 


No. 3,993. Trade of Consular District of Salina Cruz for the Year 


Salina Cruz (the Pacific 
terminus of the Tehuantepec 
National Railway) has no fac- 
tories, but depends entirely on 


1907. 


the port works, railway and 
shipping. 
Harbour and dock works. 
Imports and exports. 
Steamship connections. 


Reports on Soconusco and Acapulco are appended. 


No. 3,994. Trade of Consular District of Progreso for the Year 1907. 


Decreases in both import 
and export trade. 

Abundant corn crop. 

Analysis of shipping. 


Exports of sisal hemp, chicle 
and logwood. 

Population and health of 
Yucatan. 

Harbour works; railways. 


Reports on Campeche and Quintana Roo are appended. 


No. 3,995. Trade of Honduras for the Year ended July, 1907. 


Import and export trade. 
Mining and manufacturing 
industries, 


Public works. | 
Agricultural products (maize, 
rubber, sugar, &c.). 
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Government Publications. 








No. 3,997.. Trade of Norway for the Year 1907. 


Shipping and shipbuilding. Manufacture of saltpetre. 
Iron ore trade. Wood-pulp and timber trade. 
Mining and _ metallurgical Fishing industry. 
industries. Crop results. 
Railway construction ; river Commercial travellers. 
improvement. Import and export trade. 


Reports on Bergen, Finmarken and Trondhjem are appended. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following reports have been issued by the Colonial Office 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 50 (Miscellaneous). British Cotton Cultivation. 
. = a Southern Nigeria: Forest Administra- 
tion in 1906. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Railways (Foreign Countries and British Possessions). 381. 
Price 7d. 


This return, prepared in the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, shows, so far as the particulars can be obtained, 
(a) in what foreign countries and British possessions, other than 
those covered by the return ordered on the 2nd July, 1906,* the 
railways have been in whole or part either built or acquired by the 
Government; (b) the cost of building or acquisition of such 
Government railways, and, in the latter case, the precise date and 
terms of purchase; (c) the financial results in each case, showing, 
inter alia, the revenues, working expenses, and net loss or profit 
for the last two years for which figures are available, and what 
amounts of capital, if any, have been repaid out of revenue. 

* See ‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 29th August, 1907, p. 437. 
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The Commercial Intelligenoe Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is 
possible, information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : 
Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial 
Tariffs and Customs Regulations; Lists of firms abroad engaged 
in particular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of Supply, Prices, 
&c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &., &c. ere 
is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in addition 
to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of the 
Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of Trade, 
specimens of special interest that may be received from India, 
the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. The Govern- 
ments of India, Canada, Queensland, Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony have established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing 
with trade matters (see below). 

The ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal ” is issued weekly at the price of 3d.. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 


Special Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


India——An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, H.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. ‘The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued. 


Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products of the country. Full information concern- 
ing the Golony is given gratis to all applicants. 

Queensland.—The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where a 
representative attends daily to give information to enquirers 
regarding trade, mining, and all other matters relating to Queens- 
land. Specimens of products representative of the pastoral, agricul- 
tural, and mining industries of Queensland are on view. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, E.C., where specimens of every description of South 
Australian produce are now displayed. This Department will 
supply, free of cost, full information regarding the exports from 
South Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.——A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, under the 
general direction of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade. The Superintendent in charge of the Office 
supplies free information regarding the products and resources of 
the two colonies. 











